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				About Our Department

				
The Department of Political Science at Washington University in St. Louis strives to be a preeminent hub of political science scholarship. We are widely recognized for our strengths in theory, methods, and our growing field of international relations. Our faculty are leading scholars in their fields, and our PhD students go on to be some of the most productive in the discipline. Our undergraduate student body at WashU is among the top in the country, and our majors have their choice of careers, graduate programs, and professional schools. The department is nationally and internationally recognized for its research productivity. As of 2023, our graduate program is ranked #12 nationally by the US News and World Report.



	Research & Teaching


	Our faculty specialize in a variety of research areas within political science, including American politics, formal theory, international conflict, international political economy, methodology, and political theory. Across all these areas, faculty regularly bring their expertise to both undergraduate and graduate students in the classroom. Students have regular opportunities to co-author publications and research with our faculty.


	Community


	The department regularly hosts lectures, workshops, and conferences to foster our intellectual community. Through becoming involved in residential life on the South 40, Faculty Associates and Faculty Fellows extend their interactions with students outside the classroom.


	Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion


	The Department of Political Science at Washington University is deeply committed to creating a diverse and inclusive learning environment, and to generating new scientific knowledge on diversity and equity in society. We believe that a diverse and inclusive academic community is essential to producing excellent scholarship and promoting student learning. We believe that all members of our community should feel welcome and respected, regardless of their background or identity, and we strive to ensure that all members of our community have the opportunity to succeed.  We recognize that there have been systemic barriers that have prevented people from marginalized groups from participating fully in academia. We are working to dismantle these barriers and to create a more equitable environment for all. We are committed to creating a more diverse, equitable, and inclusive Department of Political Science. This is essential to our mission of producing excellent scholarship and preparing students to be informed and engaged citizens in a globalized world.




			

		
	
	
	


	
        
        
			    
			    
		
	

	
 		
			Featured News

			
			 
			 Diana O’Brien Named Inaugural Recipient of Endowed Kornitzer Distinguished Professorship 

				

			 
			 
			 Three Key Takeaways from the Bela Kornitzer Research Symposium 

				

			 
			 
			 Welcoming Betsy Sinclair as new Chair and Clarissa Hayward as new Associate Chair of Political Science 

				

			 
			 
			 WUSTEPS: Political science program aims to expand graduate student pipeline 

				

			 
			 
			 U.S. News Ranks Graduate Program #12 
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				Political Science Speaker Series: Julia Payson

				
					March 21, 202412:00 PM
					Seigle 248

				

				

			

		
	
			
				Workshop on Politics, Ethics and Society: Fannie Bialek

				
					March 22, 202412:00 PM
					SEIGLE 152 INSIDE THE WEIDENBAUM CENTER

				

				

			

		
	
			
				Workshop on Politics, Ethics and Society: Emilee Booth Chapman

				
					March 29, 202412:00 PM
					SEIGLE 152 INSIDE THE WEIDENBAUM CENTER

				

				

			

		




 New study probes how emotions influence public attitudes on counterterrorism
Read More




Faculty, Research
Margit Tavits's Upcoming Book: "Counter-Stereotypes and Attitudes Toward Gender and LGBTQ Equality"
Read More





Faculty, Research
Gibson published in the American Journal of Political Science for "Losing Legitimacy"
Read More




Faculty, Awards and Notables, Research
Carter wins American Library Association Award
Read More



Graduate Placement Success


We pride ourselves on our job placement on the academic job market, among the top in the discipline. We place about 90 percent of our students with the majority in tenure-track positions.

Graduate Placement Information 


Follow us on social media!
Keep up with department news and events by following us on Facebook, Twitter/X, Instagram, LinkedIn, and more! Click the button below to be routed to our Linktree with links to each platform.
View our Linktree
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Follow Us


	Instagram
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Contact Us:


Department of Political Science

	polisci@wustl.edu




Visit the main Washington University in St. Louis website1 Brookings Drive / St. Louis, MO 63130 / wustl.edu

























