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Education

  Stanford University, B.A. 1973

  École Pratique des Hautes Études, Paris, 1973-1974

  University of Chicago, M.A. 1977; Ph.D 1984: "The History and  Structure of Gayo   

    Society: Variation and Change in the Highlands of Aceh." 

Fields of Specialization

   Comparative Islamic studies, political theory and cultural pluralism, cultures of legal reasoning, religion and ritual; Indonesia and Southeast Asia, France and Western Europe.

Academic and Professional History

  1980. Lecturer, State Islamic Institute, Aceh, Indonesia

  1981-82. Research Consultant, Harvard Institute for International Development (HIID) 

  1982-84. Senior Research Assistant, HIID

  1984-85. Lecturer in Social Studies, Harvard University, and Research Associate, HIID

  1984-85. Visiting Assistant Professor, Wellesley College

  1985-91. Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Washington University

  1990-91. Chair, Program in Linguistics Studies, Washington University

  1991-95. Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Washington University 

  1991-present. Chair, Social Thought and Analysis, Washington University 

  1995-present. Professor, Department of Anthropology, Washington University 

  1997-99. Chair, Commission on the Undergraduate Curriculum in Arts and Sciences,

    Washington University

  1999-present. Professor (Courtesy), School of Law, Washington University.

  1999. Directeur de recherche, CNRS, Institut de Recherche sur le Sud-Est Asiatique, 

     Marseille, France.

  2000-present. Dunbar-Van Cleve Professor in Arts & Sciences, Washington University.

  2001. Professeur invité, Institut d'Études Politiques, Paris.

Honors, Fellowships, Grants

  Presidential Scholar, 1969

  Phi Beta Kappa, elected 1973

  Fulbright-Hays Fellowship, France, 1973-1974

  University of Chicago graduate fellowship, 1974-1975 

  National Science Foundation graduate fellowship, 1975-1977 

  Fulbright-Hays Fellowship for dissertation research, 1978-1979

  SSRC dissertation research grant, 1978-1980

  Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship in the Humanities Grant, Center for the Study of 

    Islamic Societies and Civilizations, Washington University, 1988-1991 (co-initiator)

  Washington University, Faculty Summer Research Grants, 1987, 1988, 1990, 1999

  National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for University Teachers, 1988-90

  Roland Grimm Traveling Fellowship, 1989

  Wenner-Gren Grant for Anthropological Research, 1989

  ACLS Grant for Travel to Meetings, 1989

  Rockefeller Foundation grant for workshop on Scriptural Interpretation in Modern 

    Muslim Societies, 1991

  Spencer Foundation Small Grant, 1991

  Southeast Asia Council, Association for Asian Studies, Small Grants, 1991 & 1992

  Kemper Award for Excellence in Teaching, 1992-1993

  President, Phi Beta Kappa, Washington University Chapter, 1992-1995.

  NSF research grant (SBR-9321683), for "The Dynamics of Legal Pluralism in 

    Indonesia,"1994.

  SSRC research grant for "The Dynamics of Legal Pluralism in Indonesia," 1994.

  Wenner-Gren Grant for "Critical Comparisons" project, 1994-95. 

  Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, 1995-96.
  National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute grant, $167,401, 2003-04. 

Research Experience

  1976 (two months). Field research in East Java on language use.

  1978-80 (twenty-eight months). Field research in Gayo society, Aceh, Indonesia

  1981 (six months). Field research and student supervision on economic change in Aceh.

  1981-85 (nineteen months). Field research in South Sumatra and South Sulawesi, 

    Indonesia, on socioeconomic development.

  1983-85 (four months). Field research on Gayo society.

  1986 (one month). Research in Dutch archives on Gayo history. 

  1989 (two months). Field research in Gayo society on social history and Islam. 

  1994 (two months). Field research in Gayo society on legal and social change. 

  1999 (five months). Field research in France on Islam and law in Europe. 

  2000 (one month). Interviews in Jakarta on Islamic feminism and law.

  2001-03 (six months). Field research in Paris on Islamic law and state institutions.

Language Proficiencies

  Indonesian (incl. Arabic script); Gayo; French; Dutch (reading only)

Publications (not including book reviews)

Books and Monographs

  In Preparation   Islam across Cultures. Under contract with Cambridge University 
   Press.

2004  Religions in Practice: An Approach to the Anthropology of Religion,

   3rd revised edition. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon  

2003 Islam, Law and Equality in Indonesia: An Anthropology of Public Reasoning. 
   Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Awarded the Jacobs Prize by the Law and 

   Society Association for the “outstanding book” of 2001-2003.
2002 Religions in Practice: An Approach to the Anthropology of Religion, 2nd revised 

   edition. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
1999 Critical Comparisons in Politics and Culture. John R. Bowen and Roger Petersen, 

    eds. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

  1997   Religions in Practice: An Approach to the Anthropology of Religion. Needham

     Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

1997 Religion in Culture and Society (edited collection). Needham  Heights, MA: 

   Allyn & Bacon. 

  1993   Muslims Through Discourse: Religion and Ritual in Gayo Society. Princeton:

     Princeton University Press.

1993 Editor, Special Issue of Journal of Asian Studies on "Scripture and Society in 

    Modern Muslim Asia, Vol. 52, No. 3. 

  1991  Sumatran Politics and Poetics: Gayo History, 1900-1989. New Haven: Yale   

    University Press. (also from Yale: Gayo Speech and Song, a sixty-minute cassette.)

1988 Production and Autonomy: Anthropological Studies and Critiques of 

    Development. John W. Bennett and John R. Bowen, eds. Lanham, MD: University

    Press of America. 

                                            Refereed Articles and Chapters
Forthcoming "Fairness and Law in an Indonesian Court”, in M. Khalid Masud, David 

    S. Powers, and Ruud Peeters, eds. Seeking Justice in Muslim Courts. Leiden: Brill.

 Forthcoming “Islam and Cultural Pluralism: Reflections from Indonesia and France,”

   Zulfikar Hirji, ed., Muslim Plurality and Pluralism. London: I.B. Tauris.

 Forthcoming  “Pluralism and Normativity in French Islamic Reasoning”, in Robert

   Hefner, ed., Islam, Pluralism, and Democratization. Princeton: Princeton University 

   Press. 

 2004 “Beyond Migration: Islam as a Transnational Public Space,” Journal of 

   Ethnic and Migration Studies 30 (5).
 2004  “Does French Islam Have Borders? Dilemmas of Domestication in a Global 

  Religious Field,” American Anthropologist 106(1): 43-55.
2004 “Muslims and Citizens: France’s headscarf controversy”, Boston Review   

  February/March, pp. 31-35.

 2003 "Two approaches to rights and religion in contemporary France", in Richard 

    Ashby Wilson and Jon P. Mitchell, eds. Human Rights in Global Perspective, 
    pp. 33-53. London: Routledge.

 2003 "The Development of Southeast Asian Studies in the United States" in David L.
  Szanton, ed., The Politics of Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines. University 
  of California Press/University of California International and Area Studies Digital
  Collection, Edited Volume #3, 2003.  

  (http://repositories.cdlib.org/uciaspubs/editedvolumes/3/10) 
  2002  "On the Institutionalization of the Human and Social Sciences in France," with

   Martine Bentaboulet. Anthropology Quarterly 75 (3): 537-56.

  2002  "Culture, Genocide and a Public Anthropology" in Alexander Laban Hinton, ed.

    Annihilating Difference: The Anthropology of Genocide. Pp. 382-95. Berkeley: 

    University of California Press.

2001  "Shari`a, State, and Social Norms in France and Indonesia". ISIM Papers No. 3. 

  Leiden: Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World.

2001  “Should We Have a Universal Concept of `Indigenous People' Rights'?" 

  Anthropology Today 16 (4): 12-16.

  2000  "The Inseparability of Area and Discipline in Southeast Asian Studies: A View

    from the United States." Moussons 1: 3-19.

2000   "Consensus and Suspicion: Judicial Reasoning  and Social Change in an 

  Indonesian Society, 1960-1994." Law & Society Review 34 (1): 97-128.

  2000  "Imputations of Faith and Allegiance: Islamic Prayer and Indonesian Politics

    Outside the Mosque." Islam across the Indian Ocean: Inside and Outside the Mosque.

    David Parkin and Stephen Headley, eds. Pp. 23-38. Richmond, UK: Curzon Press.

  1999  "Legal Reasoning and Public Discourse in Indonesian Islam." New Media in the

    Muslim World: The Emerging Public Sphere. Dale F. Eickelman and Jon W. 

   Anderson, eds. Pp. 80-105. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

  1999 "Defining the Contours of an Islamic Reform Movement: An Essay in Successive

    Contrasts." Critical Comparisons in Politics and Culture. John Bowen and Roger 

    Petersen, eds. Pp. 136-51. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
  1999 “Introduction" (with Roger Petersen) . Critical Comparisons in Politics and

  Culture. John Bowen and Roger Petersen, eds. Pp. 1-20. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

1999  “The Role of Microhistories in Comparative Studies." Critical Comparisons in 

  Politics and Culture. John Bowen and Roger Petersen, eds. Pp. 230-40. Cambridge: 

  Cambridge University Press.

  1998 "`You May Not Give it Away': How Social Norms Shape Islamic Law in

    Contemporary Indonesian Jurisprudence." Islamic Law and Society 5(3): 1-27.

  1998 "Qur'​ân, Justice, Gender: Internal Debates in Indonesian Islamic Jurisprudence."

    History of Religions 38(1): 52-78.

  1998 "What is `Universal' and `Local' in Islam?" Ethos 26(2):258-261.

  1997  "Modern Intentions: Reshaping Subjectivities in an Indonesian Muslim Society."

    Islam and Social Identity in Southeast Asia. Robert W. Hefner and Patricia Horvatich, 

    Eds. Pp. 157-181. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.

  1996  "The Myth of Global Ethnic Conict." Journal of Democracy 7(4):3-14. 

    Reprinted  in Comparative Politics 97/98 (1997); and in The Third World (1998),

    both in the Annual Editions series. Guilford, CT: Dushkin/McGraw-Hill. Also in 

    P. O'Meara, H. D. Mehlinger, and M. Krain, eds., Gobalization and the Challenges of a 

    New Century (2000), Indiana University Press., and in Alexander Laban Hinton, ed., 

    Genocide: An Anthropological Reader (2002), Blackwell. 

1996 "Equality, Difference, and Law in Indonesian Inheritance Practices: A Sumatran

  Case Study." PoLAR: Political and Legal Anthropology Review 19(1):83-90.

  1996  "`Religion in the Proper Sense of the Word': Law and Civil Society in Islamicist

    Discourse." Anthropology Today 12(4):12-14.

  1995  "The Forms Culture Takes: A State-of-the-Field Essay on the Anthropology of

    Southeast Asia." Journal of Asian Studies 54: 1047-78.

  1995  “Western Studies of Southeast Asian Islam: Problems of Theory and Practice." 

  Studia Islamika 2(4): 69-86.
1994 "Interprétations plurielles: la pragmatique de l'exégèse rituelle dans la société 

  gayo." L'Homme 132: 77-88.

  1994  "Graves, Shrines and Power in a Highland Sumatran Society." In G.M. Smith and

    C.W. Ernst, eds. Manifestations of Sainthood in Islam. Pp. 1-13. Istanbul: The Isis 

    Press.

  1993  "Introduction" to special issue on Scripture and Society in Modern Muslim Asia.

    Journal of Asian Studies 52: 559-64.

  1993  "A Modernist Muslim Poetic: Irony and Social Critique in Islamic Verse." Journal 

of Asian Studies 45: 629-46.

  1993  “Discursive Monotheisms" (Review Article). American Ethnologist 20: 185-90.

  1993   "Return to Sender: A Muslim Discourse of Sorcery in a Relatively Egalitarian 

Society, the Gayo of Northern Sumatra." Understanding Witchcraft and Sorcery in  

Southeast Asia. C.W. Watson and Roy Ellen, eds. Pp.149-58. Honolulu: University of  Hawaii Press.

  1992  "Elaborating Scriptures: Cain and Abel in Gayo Society."Man (N.S.): 495-516. 

  1992   "On Scriptural Essentalism and Ritual Variation: Muslim Sacrifice in Sumatra 

and Morocco."  American Ethnologist 19: 656-71.

  1992  "Centralizing Agricultural Time: A Case from South Sulawesi." The Politics of 

Time. Henry J. Rutz, ed. Pp. 171-94. Washington, D.C.: American Ethnological Society. 

  1989  "Poetic Duels and Political Change in the Gayo Highlands of Sumatra." American

    Anthropologist 91: 25-40. 

  1989  "Narrative Form and Political Incorporation: Changing Uses of History in Aceh,

    Indonesia." Comparative Studies in Society and History 31: 669-91.

  1989  "Salat in Indonesia: The Social Meanings of An Islamic Ritual." Man (N.S.) 

    24: 299-318.

  1988  "The Transformation of an Indonesian Property System: Adat, Islam, and Social

    Change in the Gayo Highlands."American Ethnologist 15: 274-93. 

1988 "The Comparative Study of Power and Production: What Does Anthropology

  Learn from Development Studies?"  Power and  Autonomy: Anthropological Studies 

  and Critiques of  Development. John W. Bennett and John R. Bowen. eds.  Pp. 411- 

  30. Lanham, MD: University Press of America. 

1987 "Islamic Transformations: from Sufi Poetry to Gayo Ritual." Indonesian

  Religions in Transition. Rita Smith Kipp and Susan Rodgers, eds. Pp. 113-35. Tuscon:  

  University of Arizona Press.

1986 "On the Political Construction of Tradition: Gotong  Royong in Indonesia." 

  Journal of Asian Studies 45: 545-61.

  1984  "Death and the History of Islam in Highland Aceh." Indonesia 38: 21-38.

  1983  "Cultural Models for Historical Genealogies: the Case of the Melaka Sultanate."

    Melaka: The Transformation of a Malay Capital c. 1400-1980. Kernial Singh Sandhu 

    and Paul Wheatley, eds. Vol 1. Pp. 162-79. Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press.

                                                   Other Publications

 2004  « Religion », in Encyclopedia of Social Science. London : Routledge.

 2002 « Jurisprudence Islamique : L’Indonésie : L’unité dans la diversité. » La Médina

 (Paris) 15:38-40. Reprinted in L’Islam (Paris) 3 :10-12.
1998 "Speaking of Law and Power" (Review Essay)  Current Anthropology 41 (1): 

 140-42.

  1998  "Law and Social Norms in the Comparative Study of Islam" (Review Essay).

    American Anthropologist  100 (4): 1034-38.

  1998  "Islamic Life-Cycle Rituals." Indonesian Heritage: Religion and Ritual. James J.

    Fox, ed. Pp. 126-27. Singapore: Editions Didier Millet.  

  1998  "Mechanisms and Cases in Comparative Studies," by Roger Petersen and John 

    Bowen,  American Political Science Association--Comparative Politics Newsletter, 

    Winter 1998, pp. 15-18. 

1995 "Popular Religion in Southeast Asia." Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern 

  Islamic World. John L. Esposito, ed. Vol 3. Pp. 350-354. Oxford: Oxford University  

  Press.

1996 "Cloth and Cultural Survival in Indonesia" (Review Essay). American 

  Anthropologist 97: 578-580.

  1994  "Structuralism: Structural Anthropology." Encyclopedia Americana, vol. 25, 

     pp. 803c-803e.

  1995  "Gayo." Encyclopedia of World Cultures. Vol. 5. 88-90. Boston: G.K. Hall & Co.

  1995  "Ogan-Besemah." Encyclopedia of World Cultures. Vol. 5. Pp. 197-199. Boston:

    G.K. Hall & Co.

  1992  "Family and Kinship in Indonesia." Asia: Case Studies in the Social Sciences. 

 Myron Cohen, ed. Pp. 81-90. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 

  1992  “Islam in Indonesia: A Case Study of Religion in Society." Asia: Case Studies in 

the Social Sciences. Myron Cohen, ed. Pp. 91-104.   Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 

  1986  "The War of the Words: Agrarian Change in Southeast Asia" (Review Article).

    Peasant Studies 14: 55-62.

  1984  "Bugis." Muslim Peoples: A World Ethnographic Survey, 2nd edition. Richard V.

    Weekes, ed. Pp. 183-87. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.

  1984  "Gayo." Muslim Peoples: A World Ethnographic Survey, 2nd edition. Richard V.

    Weekes, ed. Pp. 277-81. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 

  1984  "Ogan-Besemah." Muslim Peoples: A World Ethnographic  Survey, 2nd edition.

    Richard V. Weekes, ed. Pp. 583-86. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.

  1983  Paduraksa: The Ethnography of a South Sumatran Village, 130 pp., Harvard

    Institute for International Development report.

  1983  Structure and Change in a South Sulawesi Village, 87 pp., Harvard Institute for

    International Development report.

  1983  Inpres Desa: village structure and development in Indonesia , 158 pp., Harvard

    Institute for International Development report.

Book Reviews:

in Science, Washington Post, American Anthropologist, American Ethnologist, Man, Journal of Asian Studies, Choice, Current Anthropology, Pacific Affairs, and other journals.

Invited Addresses (since 2000 only)

2000a  "Between Sharî`a and Culture: Jurisprudence in Flux in France and Indonesia",

  International Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM), Leiden, 

  March 28, and Harvard University Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, April 18. 

2000b  "The Search for New Sources of Legitimacy in Indonesia After Suharto", 

  International Institute for the Sociology of Law, Oñati, Euskadi [Spain], April 3-4.

2000c  "Law, Legitimacy, and Islam in Indonesia", Harvard University Department of 

  Anthropology, April 17.

2000d  "Legal Discourse and Muslim Identities", Humanities Research Institute, 

  University of California, Irvine, May 20.

2000e  "Les Femmes, Le Droit, et La Loi Islamique en Indonésie", Centre d'Études et de

   Recherches Internationales, Paris, October 16.

2001a  "Vers une sociologie du modus vivendi: droit, religion, et égalité en Indonésie, «  

   Centre d'Études et de Recherches Internationales, Paris, June 12.

2001b  "Fairness and Law in an Indonesian Court",   International Institute for the Study 

   of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM), Leiden, October 26.

2001c  "Competing Commands: Islam, Adat, and Equality as Sources of Norms and Law 

   in Indonesia," UCLA Southeast Asian Center, November 9.

2002a  "La jurisprudence islamique en Indonésie," Mosquée Ad-Daawa, Paris, April 6.

2002b  "Islam and Cultural Pluralism: Reflections from Indonesia and France", The 

    Institute of Ismaili Studies, London, April 11, and the University of Chicago, June 27.

2003a  “Dilemmas of Islamic Transnational Talk in France,” University of Sussex, 

    January 10.

2003b  “Pluralism and normativity in French Islamic reasoning,” Social Science Research

    Council Working Group on Law and Culture, New York, March 13.

2003c  “Shara without fiqh, the anthropology of law without law? Reflections from 

    France, " International Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM), 

    Leiden, March 15.

2003d  “The articulation of religion, culture and ethnicity for Muslims in Europe,”
    Social Science Research Council Working Group on Islam and Muslims in the United

    States and Europe, New York, April 10.

2003e  “Islam in Europe”, address to the Pew Charitable Trust, Washington, D.C., 

    September 17.
2003f, « Islam and human rights : reflections from Indonesia and France », Centre for

    Socio-legal Studies, Oxford, December 6.
2003g  “Islam et musulmans aux États-Unis”, Institut “La Réussite”, Paris, December 9.
Service
                          Service to Academic Institutions and Foundations

President-elect, Association for Political and Legal Anthropology, 2003-2005 (to become 

   President for 2005-2007).

Cultural Anthropology Representative to the Executive Board of the American 
   Anthropological Association, 2000-2003.

Chair, Committee on Scientific Communication, American Anthropological Association,

   2001-2003.

Member, Oversight Committee on Asian Studies, Harvard University, 2002 to present.

Editorial Board, Studia Islamika (Jakarta), 1999 to present.

National Science Foundation, Cultural Anthropology Dissertation Panel, 1998.

Advisory Council, University of California Humanities Research Institute, Initiative on 

   Islam and Muslims, 1997-1999.

Reviewer, Social Science Research Council, Dissertation Research Grants and 

    Predissertation Grants, 1997-1998.

Editorial Board, Political and Legal Anthropology Review, 1996 to present.

Editorial Board, Linking Levels of Analysis series, University of Michigan Press, 1995 to 

   present. 

Lecturer at Workshop on Research Methods, Social Science Research Council, 1995 

Rockefeller Foundation Residency Grants Panel, 1994.

Program Committee, Association for Asian Studies, 1993-1994 

National Endowment for the Humanities Anthropology Awards Panel, 1993.

Southeast Asia Panel, Postdoctoral Fulbright Awards (3-year rotation), 1991-93.

President, Indonesian Studies Committee, AAS, 1984-6

Grant application reviews for National Science Foundation, and Wenner-Gren  

   Foundation.

University Service

Curriculum Committee, Washington University, 1986-88.
Chair, Program in Linguistics Studies, Washington University, 1990-91.

Chair, Social Thought and Analysis, Washington University, 1991-present. 

Chair, Commission on the Undergraduate Curriculum in Arts and Sciences,

    Washington University, 1997-99.

Personnel Advisory Committee (on tenure and promotions), Washington University, 

    2000-03.

Review Committee on Faculty Personnel Procedures, Washington University, 1992-95,  

    and 2003-2006.

                  Chair of Graduate Student Dissertation Committees
Carol Maxwell, Ph.D 1994, pro-life activists in Missouri. 

Rebecca Torstrick, Ph.D 1995, state policies and ethnicity in Israel; Assistant Professor, 

   Indiana University, South Bend, Department of Sociology and Anthropology.

Miyako Inoue, Ph.D 1996, "women's speech" in Japan; Assistant Professor, Stanford 

   University, Department of Cultural Anthropology.

Carmen White, Ph.D 1997, ethnicity and education in Fiji; Assistant Professor, Central 

   Michigan University, Department of Anthropology.

Karen Kroeger, Ph.D 2000, sexuality and AIDS knowledge in East Java, Indonesia; 

   Postdoctoral Fellow, Centers for Disease Control.

Brian Howell, Ph.D 2002, Baptist churches in Baguio City, Philippines; Assistant   

   Professor, Wheaton College.

Erin Stiles, Ph.D 2002, Islamic law and disputes in Zanzibar, Assistant Professor, 

   California State University, Sacramento. 

Jacquelyn Lewis-Harris, writing dissertation on New Guinea ritual in Australia; Lecturer, 

    Education and Anthropology, University of Missouri, St. Louis.

Gareth Barkin, writing dissertation on television production in Indonesia.

Vanessa Hildebrand (co-chair), writing dissertation on pregnancy in Indonesia.

Bertin Louis, in field, Haitian Baptists in Haiti and the U.S.

Eric Repice, preparation for fieldwork on art education.
Laura Cochrane, preparation for fieldwork on aesthetics in Senegal
Jennifer Quincey, preparation for fieldwork on language and pan-Celtic ethnicity in 

   Wales.
Ana Jacobsen, coursework

Jennifer Wistrand, coursework

Courses Taught

    Graduate and undergraduate

Social theory and anthropology 

Religion, law, and pluralism

Law, language, and culture (jointly in Law and Arts & Sciences)

History of anthropological theory

Islam across cultures

Explanation in social science

Southeast Asian societies

History and anthropology

   Undergraduate only

Individual and community

Religion, ritual, and world view

Global processes and local identities (coordinator for freshman course)

Introduction to cultural anthropology

Economic anthropology

Senior Research Seminar
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