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1. Why is the Emperor’s affection for the Kiritsubo Lady (Genji’s mother) inappropriate?

2. How does the Kiritsubo Lady compare to the Kokiden Lady?

3. The Tale of Genji is said to exemplify “mono no aware,” or “the pathos of things.”  According to Paul Varley, “The most basic sense of mono no aware is the capacity to be moved by things, whether they are the beauties of nature or the feelings of people. . . .  Because of the particular Japanese liking . . . for the perishable beauties of nature and because of the acute Japanese sensitivity to the passage of time, mono no aware has always been tinged with sadness and melancholy.  In your reading of the first chapter of The Tale of Genji, what aspects/scenes therein do you think represent mono no aware?  Why?

