L03 East Asia 226: Japanese Civilization

August 30, 2002

Question Set 1

Based on your readings in Conrad Schirokauer, A Brief History of Japanese Civilization, pp. 13-17 and selections from R. Tsunoda, Sources of Japanese Tradition, pp. 14-35, answer the following questions:

1.  What are kami?  What characteristics do they possess?  How are they worshipped?

2.  According to the mythological accounts, briefly describe how “Japan” was created.  Cite your favorite episodes from the sequences described in your texts.  Do the myths have any political significance that you can detect?

Answers are due in a typed format on Wednesday, September 4.

