TV Comedy Show (summer 2001)

The cast performs a number of skits that feature "Miracle People" (which I take to mean people who are "unbelievable," as in unbelievably obnoxious, unbelievably stupid, etc.  Here the cast is featuring a gaijin (foreigner) who is "unbelievably…"  (you decide the adjective.)  The gaijin (played by a Japanese in "drag") is named Paul.

The group enters a karaoke box.  Three girls and three guys.  It seems they all work together.

Girl 1:  I practiced so much I lost (?)

Guy 2: (pretends to hit her) Don't worry.  Tomorrow's our day off.  We're here to have fun!  First let's order drinks.

The girls each request a beer.  Guy 2 wants oolong-hai (alcoholic beverage made with oolong tea).  And Paul wants oolong-chû (shochu and oolong tea) but his way of asking is ludicrous.  He is mimicking someone.

Girl 1:  Wait a minute.  Paul looks sleepy.

Paul:  No I'm not.  Take a good look.  (He imitates the sound of someone falling fast to sleep.)

Guy 1:  Seriously, we're here to have fun.  You can't fall asleep.

Paul:  To tell the truth, I didn't sleep at all last night.

Guy:  Why, were you working?

Girl 1:  Could it be that Paul was…. (all the girls giggle.  The implication is that Paul was up all night with a girlfriend.)

Guy 1 begins to make obscene gestures and girls act disgusted.

Paul:  No, actually I was "Tetsuman."  (The subtitle comes up which explains that Tetsuman is a slang term for playing Mahjongg all night.)  Yeah, I just barged in.

Guy 1:  Uh, that must have been rough.

             …OK--let's sing, sing, sing!

Paul:  I'll do my best.

Guy 1:  Great, now…on account of Paul being here, let's play Osama Game!  (He makes an obscene gesture.)

Girls:  (In chorus) Gross!  I hate that!

Paul:  Huh…? O?  O---? I don't understand!

Guy 1:  That's OK.  We don't either.  At any rate, let's move on to the duet time.  (Again an obscene gesture).

Girls:  Gross!

Guy 1:  Well, each member on the girls' team will pick a member on the guys' team to sing a duet.  Right.  We'll start with you, Kohi.

Girl 1: Hmm, then I want to sing with Andô-kun.

Paul:  (Interrupting)  Nana.  Nana…

Girl 2:  I'll sing with Yashima-kun

Paul:  Senda!

Guy 2:  I think he wants to play the Senda Mitsuo Game. (Subtitle flashes up to explain that the Senda Mitsuo Game was popular in the early 90s.  In other words, it's now passé.)

Girl 3:  I think he memorized the wrong line!

Guy 1:  Paul, you should sing a song.

Paul:  Oh but the Japanese songs are so difficult.  I can't sing any yet.

Guy:  Bummer.  (Everyone looks bummed b/c Paul won't sing.)

Paul:  But I'd like to hear Kohi sing one of the songs she's good at.

Guy:  Yeah!  Kohi, sing your "juhachiban."

Kohi:  Paul, sing with me.

Paul:  Oh no, it's much too difficult!

They cue the song up.  It appears on the TV monitor and while Kohi begins to sing, the others flip madly through the catalogs looking for the next song to sing.  However, before Kohi can even get going, Paul interrupts her with his chorus of fua-fua. It is appropriate to clap at certain intervals during the song.  But to completely take it over with one's own "chorus" is insulting (especially when earlier one refused to sing!)

What a miracle!


