Question Set 5—Nightlife

In researching her book, Nightwork: Sexuality, Pleasure, and Corporate Masculinity in a Tokyo Hostess Club, anthropologist Anne Allison went “undercover” to work in the hostess club Bijo, a high-class club in the Roppongi section of Tokyo.  Having read pp. 33-56 from Allison’s book (on E-Res), respond to the following two questions:

1.  According to Allison, what is the relationship between the realms of daytime business (general assumed here to be white-collar corporate work) and nightlife entertainment?

2.  At hostess clubs, men are said to be free to give vent to their “honne” (true selves). First of all, how is this “true self” depicted in Allison’s chapters?  After reading these chapters do you agree with the statement that these clubs allow for the expression of “honne?” 

Answers will be due on Monday, November 25.

