First Essay Assignments:

The first essay is three-four pages.  Select one of the topics below.  You need not refer to texts beyond those required in class.  However, there are a number of texts on reserve in Olin that would be appropriate if you needed further information.  See Reserve Reading at the end of the syllabus.  It is important to document references to sources (regardless of whether they are from assigned texts or outside reading).  You may make references in the body of your texts parenthetically, such as (Schirokauer, 4).  Or you may use footnotes.  You will need to include a bibliography of all sources used.

The essay must be typed and double-spaced.  Do not use contractions!  Italicize the names of titles: Kojiki.  Or foreign words: mono no aware.  Do not italicize proper names.  Fujiwara, Nara, Heian.

Essays will be due on Monday, September 30.

1. Conrad Schirokauer notes, "From the earliest times, Japan has been both part of a larger East Asian geographical and cultural complex and a world in itself.  Japanese civilization was born out of the interaction between indigenous and imported elements in culture and institutions. . . " (p.4).  Looking back over early Japanese history (from the beginning through the Kamakura era), discuss the way Japan has interacted with other Asian civilizations and the way that interaction has been incorporated into the development of Japan's own civilization.  If interested, refer to:

Imamura, Prehistoric Japan

Varley, Japanese Culture
2. Buddhism was a continental import that had a tremendous impact on the development of Japanese civilization.  How did Buddhism develop in Japan to suit the needs of the Japanese?  What was there before Buddhism and how did it accommodate the new religion?  What influence did Buddhism have on the development of the literary arts in Japan?  

If interested refer to:

Varley, Japanese Culture
3. A Day-in-the-Life: You are a Heian courtier/court lady.  How do you spend your days?  Or if you prefer, you are a later Heian warrior (or warrior sister), how did you find yourself at war and what are you going to do about it?

If interested, refer to:

Morris, The World of the Shining Prince

Varley, Warriors of Japan as Portrayed in War Tales

Varley, Japanese Culture

