Classics – Spring 2008
World Archaeology
L08  200C  Classics
A course that introduces students to important archaeological discoveries and sites -- mounds, tombs, monuments, caves, and rockshelters -- from many world areas and many time periods.  There will be several guest lecturers, all of whom are active archaeologists, to tell us about their past and current research in the Americas and elsewhere.  No prerequisites.  3 units.  Same as home course L52 ARC 200C.

AS:>  CD,  TH

SB:>  IS

FA:>  SSP

TuTh 10:00a-11:30a

Kelly
Latin & Greek in Current English

L08  225D  Classics
An intensive survey of Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and roots commonly found in English technical and non-technical vocabulary and terms.  Does not count for a major or minor in Classics.  3 units.  Same as L44 Ling 225D.

AS:>  LA

SB:>  HUM

MWF 10:00a-11:00a

Renberg

Greek Mythology

L08  301C  Classics

A survey and study of the great mythic stories of the ancient world, with an emphasis on such topics as creation, divinity, friendship, sex, love, death, heroic journeys, and the relation of myth to culture.  3 units. 

AS:>  TH

FA:>  SSP

MWF 11:00a-12:00p
Renberg
Roman Art and Archaeology
L08  334  Classics

The art and archaeology of the Romans, with emphasis on the late Republic and the Imperial period.  Major monuments of sculpture and architecture, as well as town planning, domestic architecture, and the minor arts will be used as evidence for reconstructing ancient life.  3 units.  Same as home course L01 Art-Arch 334.

AS:>  TH

SB:>  HUM

FA:>  AH

TuTh 1:00p-2:30p
Rotroff
Ancient History:  The Roman Empire

L08  342C  Classics
From the establishment of the Augustan principate to the sack of Rome in 410.  Emphasis on social and cultural history, including life in the provinces, slavery, the family, legal developments, the rise of Christianity, and the general question of Roman imperialism and its consequences.  3 units.  Same as L22 History 342C.

AS:>  TH

SB:>  HUM,  IS

FA:>  SSP

MWF 12:00p-1:00p

Evans-Grubbs

Magicians, Healers and Holy Men

L08  3831  Classics
This course will examine magic, divination, and other unconventional religious phenomena in the Greco-Roman world by focusing on several extraordinary practices and practitioners.  The most prominent forms of religious observance in antiquity involved civic cult:  the construction and patronage of temples and other cult sites, attendance at festivals and artistic performances honoring the gods, public sacrifices, official consultation of oracles, and so on.  In addition to these religious practices on behalf of the state, individuals performed various acts of private worship.  Some customs, such as belonging to the cult of a particular god or making offerings to one's household gods, were perfectly ordinary; other forms of private religious expression, though, were more unusual.  We will examine a number of these forms of "unofficial" practices:  seeking the healing power of a god by visiting that divinity's temple in the hope that the god would appear in one's dream and lend aid; using forms of beneficial magic to restore or maintain one's health; using more aggressive forms of magic to ensnare the object of one's sexual desires, or to affect the outcome of competitions in such disparate settings as the arena and the courtroom; and, attempting to foresee the future through astrology or various forms of divination.  Such practices often affected more than the individual practitioner, as will be seen by studying the attitude of society towards magic, the persistence of fraudulent diviners, and the awe in which miracle-workers were held by the populace.  This course, then, is not about traditional civic religion, but rather religious phenomena which were for the most part outside of the mainstream of "official" religion, phenomena which often get less attention in traditional courses about Greek and Roman religion.  3 units.  Same as L23 Re St 3831.

AS:>  TH

SB:>  HUM

FA:>  SSP

 MWF 1:00p-2:00p

Renberg

Old Jokes:  Laughter in the Greco-Roman World

L08  386  Classics
An exploration of the theory and practice of comedy in the Greco-Roman world.  Readings include examples of iambic (mocking) poetry, comic theatre, satiric verse and prose fiction, as well as philosophical discussions of the relationship of humor and laughter to human behavior and values.  As comedy in all contexts engages and shapes cultural values just as much as "serious" literature does, its history and reception raise major social and aesthetic issues.  Critical topics include:  how ancient thinkers imagined comedy's historical "birth," how public comic performances may have encouraged either social cohesion or disruption, how communities defined "beneficial" and "offensive" humor, and how ancient elite writers and readers felt about the often lowbrow and obscene content of "classic" comic literature.  Combination of lectures and discussions.  3 units.  Same as L15 Drama 332.

AS:>  TH

SB:>  HUM

FA:>  SSP

TuTh 10:00a-11:30a

Keane

Ancient Painting

L08  4381  Classics

A study of the rich world of painting in Greco-Roman art from the first renderings of mythological scenes, Classical frescoes, panel paintings known from texts, to the diverse styles of Roman frescoes and the masterful ancient mosaics.  We will emphasize Pompeii and will attempt to recognize famous paintings.  Prereqs: at least one art history course at the 300 level or permission of the instructor.  3 units.  Same as home course L01 Art-Arch 438.

AS:>  TH

FA:>  AH

Tu 10:00a-12:30p

Symeonoglou

Aristotle

L08  452  Classics
This course offers an in-depth examination of Aristotle's philosophy of living nature. We will read a wide array of works of Aristotle, as well as relevant secondary sources. Topics that will be discussed are (among others) Aristotle's notions of nature, movement, teleology, and necessity; the notions of essence, substantial being, and definition; Aristotle's account of the soul and of soul-functions; his biology (including embryology); his bio-cosmology; Aristotle's views on the 'special' status of human beings; and his theory of intentional action. Prereqs: one course in Philosophy at the 300-level, graduate standing, or permission of the instructor.  3 units.  
Same as home course L30 Phil 452.

AS:>  TH

FA:>  SSP

MW 1:00p-2:30p

Leunissen

Money, Exchange, and Power: Economy and Society in the Ancient Mediterranean World

L08  476  Classics
From chattel slavery, temple treasure, and the moral effects of maritime commerce to the nature of the family and status of women, the economy of the ancient Greeks, Romans, and others constitutes a particularly dynamic field in the study of ancient societies.  This course will engage directly with the evidence for the particular economic behaviors, patterns, and institutions that lay behind the development of ancient Mediterranean societies, and will also bridge a gap between cultural and social science approaches towards ancient society.  We will also explore the methodological challenges and implications of working with ancient evidence, as well as a variety of modern theoretical approaches and their implications.  3 units. 

AS:>  TH

FA:>  SSP

TuTh 11:30a-1:00p

Bubelis

Senior Project


L08  493  Classics

Recommended for all majors in Classics or Ancient Studies who have not completed their college 'capstone' experience in another major, or who are not satisfying this requirement by means of a Senior Honors Thesis in Classics, Greek, or Latin, or in some other way.  A structured research assignment or independent project under the supervision of one of the department's faculty is required.  Prereqs:  Senior standing and permission of the Chair of the Department.  3 units. 


TBA

Study for Honors

L08  498  Classics

Prereq: junior standing, grades averaging A- in courses numbered 300 or above in Classics, and permission of the Chair of the Department.  3 units. 

TBA

Independent Work

L08  500  Classics

Intended for students from other departments who want to do informal work on advanced problems in classical literature, but who do not have sufficient background in Latin or Greek to be legitimately enrolled in Latin or Greek 500. Prereq: senior standing and permission of the chair of the department.  Credit variable, max 6 units. 

TBA

Master's Continuing Student Status

L08  883  Classics 

0 units. 

TBA

Masters Nonresident


L08  885  Classics

0 units. 

TBA
4

