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Fraternity,Powel and

Ti rne in Central Asia

Rabert L, Canfield

I am stntck b)' tlt. rustic appearance of rniln\: of the movements rh't

arose in the early 1990s along the frontier of the collepsirre Sorie:

IJnion, the Taliban being but one of them. As Yugoslavia broke ilpari

in the 1990s, Serb militiamen fighting their Croat and Bosnian neigh-

bors adopted the appearance irnd demeanor of the hajdulu, fburteenth-

centurl' anti-Ottom:rn mountain brigrrnds, bandits, and highrvar'-

rnen. Thev wore the oval field cirp and full beard of the hajduk as a

delibcrate f)ose, projecting irn irn:rge of the rtrr:rl rrgainst the urbar'.

the sectrrrian against the secul'.rr, the cornllnlrrirl irgirinst thc cir-il.t

Similarll', the irnti-Russian insurgents in Clhcchn\,'a rrppertred, itt leas:

to their enemies, to be semiliterirte thugs cirpirble of irbduction and

large-scltlc' rnurder.r In Uzbekistrrn, Juml Nlnrirn{itni, leirder of an

rntigovernnlent ftrrce, rflbctcd ir ILobin Hootl irnitge, reportedh'hold-

ing rich hostages fbr rirnsonr but prrving peasants $ 100 for otre sheep.S

In Afgh'.rnistrrn the muiahedin who firusht thc Soviets in the 1990'
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srC rurned against each other in the 1990s were largely rural in com-

Frsition and perspective. All such movements-in the former Yugo-

-*bria, in the Caucasus, in Cenual Asia, in Afghanistan and Paki-

rtfn-represented a distrust of urban societv, civil institutions, and

*e secular rvorld. But whatever the similarities among these move-

sients, each was distinctive, arising out of local irnd partictrlirr ten-

;:ons. For the activists with a Muslim background, Islam provided

*e rncabularv by rvhich to answer Western culture and especially

-{rnerican hegemont', which was looming over thern.a

These groups coalesced in a geopolitical context that was changing
,n a scale not seen since the major refiguring of political identities of

rhe eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. As the Holl'Roman Em-

nire was expiring, the "interlinked certainties" of previous centu-

ries lost their salience, and so, in the words of Benedict Anderson,

-a search was on . . . for a new rvav of linking fraternin', porver and

;ime meaningfully together."t Anderson refers to the nationalism

that would rise in the nineteenth century to enthrall the European

political imagination. In our time a similahly grand refiguring of the

political imagination has been taking place in the wake of the Soviet

LTnion.

The declining cultural order that Anderson was referring to rvas

one in which a concept of "fraternirl"' was based on religious affilia-

tion (such rrs Christendom or the trIuslim umma); on a conception of

"po\,l'er" in rvhich monarchr^ had the right to rule "by sonte form of

cosmological (divine) dispensation"; irnd on a prcsutnption of "tetn-

porality" that iused "cosrnolog)'and histon'." The modern concept of

the 'irtrtiori'replacing the old political mentalin'rvould construe col-

lective interest groups irs localized and borrded bv a sense of conmon

historl: A "nation" lvas a collective bodv that had a place, a distin-

guishable trrtdition, autl iln rrncestrr'; it was a kind of "race" thAt
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shared liferva'l's arrd traditions of thought.n And it u'rs preemine nrLr' :.

rnoral entirv'. Lo-r'altv to the nation, nirtionirlisrn, silvs Brr,rce Kapierrr
"makes the political religious . . . The narion is creirted as an obje;r

of devotion . the political is shrouded in the svmbolism of a
'higher'purpose."7 Even the most secular rlations dernand sacrifice-
"suprenre" sacrifices-for the collectil'e good, a notion representei

for instatrce, itt nirtional cenotaphs and tonrbs to "unknorvn So]-

diers."s The rise of this nevv cultutral "certainfiJ' wrls parrllleled br

clunges in the econom\i specificailv. Anderson clrrims, the rise of

print crrpitalism, rvhich grerv rs econonric connections rvith the w.i,jel

q rvorld enlarged, enabling dispersed speakers of a common language

to envision a commorl ntoral bond. Nerv imaginings were accompi-
.  t t

nred bv nelv opporttrnrtres.

In the hst couple of decades, long-established "certainties" re

similarlv being replaced-or itt least challenged-bv new concep-

tiorrs of shirred interest driven bv A "selrrch" f<rr nerv socirl ct>nrel-

tions lvhere the old ones no longer applr'-the ditlbrence in our tin:e.

thoush, is that, unlike the eirrlier transition, u'hich rvrrs a slorv procesi

over a cougrle of cenfuries, the transition has been rrbrupt, markec

by the sudden dernise of the Soviet Union. Although it was a quiet-

cent death (a brief announcement bv Gorbachev on Cl'rristmas Dtr'

1991,), tlre afierrnath fbr the peoples around its fiontiers (not to men-

tion inside them) r,vas c'.rtlclvsrlic. In material terrns, the flou' c:

soods rrncl infornrirtion that had notrrished the great irnperiai corn-

munin'dried up. "The rrbolition of the convertible ruble . . . disruptei

trade, while the closure of N,Ioscow's financing fircilities drained ths

monetrrv lifeline of entire nations . The drarving of new bo:-

ders between ne\4rly-forrned countries severed ancient trirde route:.

blocked irrigation s1'stems ';urd hindered rrgrirrian comnterce."t Tht

politic:rl corlsequences \vere no less disruptive, fbr the dertrise of thc

Soviet Union left a yircr.lurn of politico-rnoral terms bv r.vhich polic-
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q:: ;:oups could identih' their interests. In the previous paradigm of

*;.:rical oppositions, communism, or at least Marxism, had provided

=e'.r'orld with the most trenchant response to Western capitalism.

Cirrnmunism rvas international in its claim and moral in its appeal to

&e 'rppressed peoples of the world. For half a cenrury, communism

*r \Iarxism .(in various forms) provided the analytical critique b.r'

erhich to reject capitalism as a way of life.

In the absence of the political rhetoric of the Cold War, the terms

b-,-'.r'hich alliances could be secured rvere now, in the early 1990s, un-

:ieir. and precipitated in the ripple of political and militan'contests

:,:lt broke out all along the frontier of the empire. The established

:ertainties of former times-East and West, capitalist and commu-

oist, contraries by which the world had been polarized-had van-

i'iled. The "search" for a new grand paradigm of politicai categories

linxinq notions of fraterniw, porver, and tirne was now "on." What

Srzif Shahrani said abor"rt the preoples of Central Asia in the eirrly

1J90s rvas likervise true for all the peoples along the fiontier of the

f+rmer Soviet Union: thev "are facing serious spirirual crises and are

iesperately in search of meaning and a moral compass."r0

In the earlv period after the collapse of the Soviet empire , nationalis-
j,'-actuall'y', ethnonationalistic -ideologies came to prominence as

v:rious "nationalities" all along the frontier of the expiring Soviet

Ltnion began to rssert themselves. In Afghanistan, when the rvar be-

t*"een Afghan communists and Afghan nrujahedin finaliv ended, the

*:iirico-militarv organizations that had prosecuted the rvar against

i:e Soviets fought it out among themselves, and because the,v had

been rather loosely formed along ethnic lines-as Hazaras, Tajiks,

i,:zbeks, or largelv as a Pashtun tribe-their struggle simplv con-

f::-ned the fighting groups as ethnonationalist political bodies.lt The

i'e oithe Taliban reflected the ethnonationalist bias of the times. for

215
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thev \vere Pashruns, but there were also at r,r'ork other forces, interna-
tional and global, that irnposed upon their political sinration orher
politico-moral demands. Western secularism would threaten estab-

lished social conventions among Central Asian Nluslims-in con-

frontations dtat would stimulate forces and reactions of their or,l/n.

The gathering importance of the Taliban and their incorporation

into a wider network of similar-minded Muslims reflemed a shift in
the possibilities for meaningful culrural linkage that rvas taking place
among Muslims in the region generallv.

The new politico-moral orientation that emerged among some

Central Asian Muslims expressed their distinctive problem with the

ineluctable advance of Western hegemonl: Islamism provided the

moral critique by which to reject the ovenvhelming infusive and ex-

panding presence of Western culnrre. Rejecting the West on grounds

other than Marxism or communism, the Islamist critique is never-

theless like the communist/l\'{arxist critique in that it is a rnoral vies'

that resolutely stands apart from, even rises up against, Western cul-

rure. Islamism resonates for ir variew of Muslin] groups beca'use.

rvhile encompassing their specific, local, and individual problems, ir

presents them as particular manif'estations of a general problem, en-

abling the various groups to envision a common problem and collec-

tively join a common cause.

The Talibart u'ere a cultural body that irrose in particular circum-

stances but rvere gradually brought into relation to other similar groups

in the Muslim world. The,v changed in their perspective and culturai

practice as the wider geopolitical field lvas transfbrming, acquirine

new culrural t'earures through the infusion of personnel and perspec-

tives from several groups. I here describe the transformation in the

political consciousness of the Taliban as other groups joined them. I

do so onl,v speculatively-or rather, as a kind of problematic, as a set

of issues ideally to be examined, if I had access to the right people. I
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I .'gsr:ire each of the groups allied with or embedded in the Taliban as
r& *:ci'al entir)' marked by a particular way of defining the situation,
5,i'\&* a particular sense of the past and a particular sense of common-
;i! lo'jsT. 

Each, that is, had its own wa)r of linking fraternig,, power, and
I fue . Each also had financial and material sources that enabled them
:
i'F;: etist and expand. Someho*, there tvas money; there was materiel,

"' 
*€re was moral encouragement-from sources only now becoming
,- Fral

3r+rrn. The groups that fused with the Taliban brought rvith them

.icnain distinguishable fearures that their members shared to some
t 

ib'grei. I examine the various groups and influences that shaped the

" Ttliban movement in various stages, noting the changes in composi-

dan and sociopolitical ambiance that each group contributed to it. I

sace these developments more or less chronologically, in the effort to
,isentangle the strands of influence that have made the Taliban rvhat

=1r..- 
^r.. 

The examination rvill expose an enlarging mesh of connec-
jons and influences that produced a contemporar)'social endry that

-ie "original" Taliban rvould never have imagined.

Br' "original" Trrliban I mean, of course, the small band that early

i:r 1994 took up the ciluse irgairrst abusive commanders in Kanda-

har. Thev were acting to bring order in a time of anarchrr Thev

inerv each other and acted in response to the counsel and directives

ci their teacher, Mullah N{uhammad Omar, and his seasoned col-

ieagues. Sickened bv the internecine fighting and inhurnanin'of pre-

rious years, they and most of the peoples of Afghanistan had rurned

rlvay frorn the mujahedin leaders. Their perspecti\.'e was local, their

horizons were limited, and their concerns were immediate. Thev had

no grand pretensions. Most interesting now, in retrospect, is rvhat

'ras not on their minds: thev had no interest in, and perhaps no

knowledge of, the hardships of the Palestinians or Kashmiris, or

)'{uslims elsewhere. And they had no particular concern with West-

ern culrure. They were preoccupied with local problems.
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To the original Taliban were soon added a bodv of I'oung mec

from Pakistani mirdrasas (religious schools) eager to bring stabilin'to

the sociery There was a great hunger for order, after fourteen years oi

civil rvar, and they rvanted to help. These \ oung men, perhaps more

than those in the original groupr had had little familv life. Tiained in

the Deobandi tradition in schools financed by Saudi Arabia, these
young men were educated to think of their participation with the

Talibln rrs r jihtd-il struggle against evil in the rvorld-even though

their opponents were other i\4uslims. Like the original Taliban ther'

would have beetr inspired bv narrrtirrs of N{uhanrnrad's strugele to

bring good into the r.r'or[d. It rvas ir moral cause urith rvhich devout

X'Iuslirns could identih: Their horizons were presumably narrorv in a

difl'erent lvat' thirn those of the "original Tirliban": thev probablv had

heard about the N'{uslinr cause in Kashmir, thev probablv did not

knorv much abotrt problems in the N'Iiddle East, itnd tl'rey knerr'.

Ahrned Rashid savs, little about Afghrnistan's past. Thev rvere, rather.

better infbrnred on the greirt exploits of N'Iuslims irr the first few cen-

turies of Isl:rrn.t2

If rrot irltrng r,vith this group, then sootl after it, came Pakistani of-

ficers. We knorv that Pakistiulis were otfering military advice quite

ear[1'. Two factions of Pakistani military men were represented. Gen-

eral Nasirullah Babar appeared in Kandahar at the behest of the re-

cently elected priure rninister, Benazir Bhutto, and represented the

interests of the Deobandi madrasns rvhere many Afghan Taliban had

been educirted.13 Representatives of the Pakistani Inter-Services In-

telligence Directorrrte (ISI), mattv of rvhom were informallrv associ-

irteci rvith the Jama'at-e-Isiirnri parfr,, tlso made contact with the

Taliban. Both groups of Pakistirnis brought rr nerv PersPective to

tfte Taliban. For them Afghanistan was nerrer the only fiont: there

rvas rrlso Krrshmir, itnd the endless strugglc with Irrdia; and there

were other fronts, in Ptrniab, Uzbekistan, aud Chechnl'a.r' Lieuten-
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i.'t,'
t M:Crneral Hamid Gul, head of the ISI, soon after the Soviet defeat
! r . .

' f,e -tihanistan put this perspective into words: "\Me are fighting a ji-

[-'' ard this is the first Islamic international brigade in the modern
J.;.
$.1 '  -F,icra. Ihe comnunists have their own brigades, the Wesr has NATO,
i+, , ' .

t r l,rfrty.ant the Muslims unite and form a common front?"ls
Sr ".,: ' 5!':st of the Pashtun Islamists who joined the Thliban had partici-
t 
F,*n*a in the war against the Soviets as members of the military orga-

: : t .

,'' aiz;tions supported by Pakistan. As the Taliban happened to be
:,''r-eq.hnrn, it is likelt' that some forrner mujahedin joined them be-

lt*"t* oi their ethnic q.vpe. These rvould have been rnen formerly as-
': :iaci:red u,ith the anti-Soviet Pashtun organizations led by such men

rc -{bdul Rabb al-Rirsul Saryaf, Gulbuddin Hekmaryar, or Yunos

L1-l,es. rvarriors left over from the anti-Soviet war-left over in the

s:ie that they were still unernploved, still available for hire. The al-

tli::rires for manv former muiahedin were limited, and the Pashtuns

n:l chauvinistic leanings had become alarmed that Kabul was under

*; ;ontrol of non-Pashruns (1992-7996), a circumstance scarcelt'
A'

E:i]rr'n rn tttghanistan history. So, in addition to the sense that this
t t' me Pashtuns were motivated bv a kind'*1L{ I qOOO reltglous cause, some rasntuns w€

,:f e$nonationalism. Indeed, the trend toward the formation of ethno-

=rd,-rnalist military organizations was already established by other

' ir:lltical parties: the Hizb-e Wahdat-e Islami-1e Afghanistan of the

Iiazaras, Jamiat-e Islami-ve Afghanistan of the Tajiks, Junbesh-e

}lelli-r'e Islami-ye Afghanistan of the Uzbeks. As the original Tali-

lii rvere Pashrun and those voung men who raced in from Pakistan

'*'::e Pashrun, the movement was grolf ing incidentallv as a Pashrun

=i)'i'ement, a fatefu I development.

I include in this group another kind of Pashrun about whom lit-

:: is known: the former comtnunists. We know that some commu-

:j:is. such as General Shirhnawaz Tanai, had joined the mujahedin in

]lrrch 1990, well before the collapse of the communist regime, but
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many rnore former conrmunists apparently joirred later.ln I have heari
(from reputable sources) of tormerh' zealous communists rvho be-
came Taliban, rvith no fanfare: Thev simplv put on turbans, gerr
beards, and joined the cause. Certainlv the comrnunists, who ha,C
been so prominent in the 1980s, vanished frorn the scene . Those rvhr,
were not executed or had not fled the conntrl, just blendecl in.

In spring 1.996, nvelve hundred Pashtun religious leaders con-
versed on the cir,v of Krrndahar, "the biggest gathering of mullahs ani

ulama that had ever taken place in modern Afghan historr'."'; The]-

had been called together at a tirne when the leadership of the Taliban

bv lV1ullrrh l\{uhammad Omarr irnd his colleagues u'as being ques-

tioned. Afhirs had not gone w'ell for sonle months: rrfter advancing

quicklv in manv locrrlities in the south and rvest, the tliban had been

unable to take Krrbul fiom the Tajiks cornmanded Lrv Ahrnad Shah

Masud. Some of their members rvanted to negotiate with the Tajik.

some were questioning the leadership of l\tlullah Omar. The move-

ment rvas stalling. In this context the Pashrun clergv had been invited

to help broaden and firm up support for the Taliban.rn

The Kandahari establishment-the elders of the cirr.and the local

religious leaders-rvas of course partial to their orvn, the founde r of

the Taliban. \4/ith their encouragernent, in an arct of spirirual dar-

ing, on April 4,1996, Nlullah l\'Iuhammird Omar entered the shrine

housing the sacred cloak of Muhrrmrnad, brought the cloak to the

roof of the shrine r.r'here all could see, tnd ceremonirrllv rvrapped

hirnself in it, His Krrndahari sLrpporters proclairned him 'Arnir a[-

I\'Iuminiri' (Cornrnander of the Faithful) irnd forrnallv otfered him

their allegiance (baiat), settins the stirge fbr the others irlso to.rfter

allegi:rnce.re This public ilct \virs rr clirirn to leeitimxcri the right to

lead the nolv-po\verfi.rl organization of the Tlliban, lrttt it tlso en-

tailed a broader moral claim. If this was a religious cause fbr the

224
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"i. 
lt w2ts no\rr declarcd a hoi-v cause for Nluslirns generalll ', the

being, of course, il4ullah Nluharnrnad Omar. This was the

"rf God. That the Tajiks thev- opposed in Kabul were also Sunni

ms \vas no longer significant; the\'\vere the ene rnv, and fbr the
}ir'hs:::n \Iuslim communiw this was rlow an explicitlv religious war!
i;* 

J

t :' '  Er, :ei= than the ones before it-but now, u'ith ethnonational nu-
it,
'. &\--::.
- .  t  \  a

l:, \Iar', scarcely ir rnonth atter this redefinition oi the Taliban
l .

' t ' ,r,l: i*. Osama bin Laden irrrived rvith a planeload of 'Arab-Afghans."
'1*'e \\ 'ere old hands at jihad, and tl 'rev brought u.ith them a cosmo-

g":,Llin perspecti\:e on the situation of I'Iuslims in the rvorld. Bin

L"rien and his colleasues had alreadv been involved in u'hat the CIA. , , , '

-:itj "terrorist crrrnps" in severrrl countries: Somalia, Egvpt, Sudan,

r:.:  \emen as u'el l  irs Afghanistan. Once ensconced in Afghanistan,

::. : :  Laden began to ctr l t ivatc Xlul lah i\ luhamnrird Omar, rnoving to

d.gndahar tn 1997.:0 It \,vas a fateful bond.

Tne Arabs r,vere Wahhrrbis rvith irn agerrda of their own-to over-

iltn the Saudi government, to reestablish Wahhabi dominance in the

]Iildle East, and evenruailv to reestabiish the caliphate. This out-

--i:k. this neu, de finition of the situirtior-r. rnarkedlv changed the na-

::ie of the Taliban. Historicalh', belbre the Soviet-muiahedin rvar,

i:nong the Atghanistan peoples there ,ffas no tradition of strident

;nti-Westernism (a cenrurv-old distrust of the British excepted)-

:arhing iike the rvell-articuiated re sentments that had long moldered

:: rhe I\4iddle East and South Asia. Of course, the rvar u'ith the Sovi-

::s intensified their loyaltv to custolns thev regarded as Islamic, but it

:3ems to hrn,e bcen luter, uncicr the influence of their r\r,rhr'and Pirki-

.:rni collclsues, thut rhc T,rli[.,an ntrned rtsrrirrst tlte \Vest. "l-irtti l fbirt

]-aderr's] irrrival the Talib,rn leirdership had r"rot been particularlv atr-

',agonistic to the USA or the \\/est," sitt 's Rashid, but thev becarne
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"increasingll 'vociferous against Americans, the UN, the Saudis, ani

N''Iuslirn regirnes around thc rvorld" AS thev came under the influenc*

of the Arabs. "Their state ments increrrsinglv reflected the languagr

of defiance Bin Laden has adoptecl rnd rvhich wAS not an origina

tlib'.tn trait."lr Not Trlibiln, not Afqhrn oiirnv sort. It is true that il

the 1980s an antipathf irgainst the non-Nluslim rvorld w:rs takins

root in the public discourse as the Afghrnistan mujahedin fought the

Afthan communists, but it rvas the Arabs rvho gave it a strider-rt anti-

Westernism. Norv, in the 1990s, the Taliban lvere n'routhing Islami:r

critiques formulated elsew'here (in Eg],pt bv Sa1'r'ed Qrtb and in

South Asia bv Ahu'l AIa l\'Iaududi) to explirin the frustrrrtions of the

peoples of Afghanistan. Islamism was rlo\4, the rnemingful vocabu-

lan, of fraterniq', polver, and time for the Taliban.r:

This \vas the beginning of Arub dominirnce in Atghrrnistan. Nou'

the viervs of the rnore rnoderate Taliban were suppressed.2r The Tali-

ban became more zealous for what ther,'considered Islarnic practice.

enforcing it bv their newlv established N'Iinistrl'fbr the Prornotion ot

Virtue rrnd the Prevention of Vice, u'hich had been modeled afier the
rvVahhabi N'ltrtau'rvin of Saudi Arubia. -falitrtn leaders began to pres-

ent themselves to outsiders as rnore "officiirl" bv flourishing personal

business cards.2a "The Arab-Afghirns had come f'ull circle. From be-

ing rnere appendages to the Afghan jihad and the Cold War in the

1980s thev had taken center stage for the Afghans, neighboring coun-

tries and the \A/est in the 1,990s.":5 Thev fbrmrlized their ciruse in

Februarr' 1998, u'hen thev formed the "Internationarl Islarnic Front

for Jihad rgirinst Jervs and Crusaders" and decl:rred rvilr rrgainst the

United States. In his announcement, Osrrrnrr bin Llden siru'.rted this

organization on ir world scenc: "The people of Islam [h,n'e] suff'ered

fronr aggression, iniquitr', ilnd injustice irnposed ott them bv the Zi-

onist Crusaders alliance and their collirborrtors." He added that "their

blood was spilled in Palestine arrd lrirq" its well irs in Lebanorr, Tajiki-
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Burma, Kashmir, the Philippines, Somrlia, Eritrea, Chechnva,

dr- Herzegovina and Indonesia.2u

'*is broadening of the Trrliban'.s irnirginative \l,orld, horvever, has
.q'ffi:. lostered ntlt onlv bv Osama bin Laden and the other Arab-

:k:l-:ns but irlso b), th. Pakistarr rnilitary establishment itself. As

s.]' ls the 1970s Pakistan's military leaders were promoting Islam
l'S*, 

'or,.gic reasons, so it was no surprise that in the 1980s, when the

CL{, entrusted to Pakistan's ISI the rnanagemenr of money' and ma-

:::iel tbr anti-Soviet Afghan rnujahedin, the ISI firvored Islamist or-

Iu:izations.27 As it turned out, its biases rvent fi.rrther: the ISI sup-

r-+ited "onlv those farctions that rvere both anti-\,Vestem capitalism

ind anti-Soviet socialisrn.":s lvhgn the ISI, rvith the concurrence of

-e 
CIA, recruited Nluslim youths fiom all over the rvorld fbr the

:olv rvar against the Soviets, the training they received had "strong

:nti-US overtones."2e And after the Afghan-Soviet war, certain Arab-

-{tghans being sought by the United States governmenr fbr their in-

'.'olvement in attacks against Americans elservhere lvere protected bv

Pakistani ofhcials u'ho helped them obt:rin fake passports that en-

ibied them to rcturn to their countries of origin, u'here rnanl'of them

continued their jihadi lctivities. Loretta Napoleoni clainrs that after

the anti-Soviet war, "the ISI continued to export Islarnist u'arriors

trom Pakistan to Central Asia and the Caucasus. . . A stream oico-

vert operations rvas launched in Centrrrl Asia . . . [u'here] the ISI

played :r pivotal role in supporting Islarnist armed insurgencies."l'l

Bin Laden's International lslanric Front, fbrrned in 1.998, became an

umbrclla organization tbr r.arit>us rniiirrrnt irctivities coordinated bv

Pakistan'.s L:ishkrre Triba, an organization rvhose purpose, according

to N{ariam Abou Zahrb and Olivier Roy; \vas "ro Islamize Kashrnir

and India, then embark on global conguest u'ith a goal ol restoring

the Caliphate.";r



224 Fraternity, Power, and Time in CentralAsia

N'Iilitant Islamists \r€re active in Pakistant military, and in 1995 a

clique of Pakisttni officers irttempted to o\,'erturn Benazir Bhutto's

government in order to install an Islamic caliphate. The coup ar-

tempt fhiled iind the leaders \\'ere put in prison, but the tolerirnce io:

rnilitant Isllrnists in high places is suugested bv the w'av General

Pervez. Nltrsharraf de:rlt u'ith the coup [cadcrs atler hc scized power

in 1999: he released them irncl rrllorved one of thern to go inrrnedi-

atelv to Afghanistan to become a close advisor to Xlullah Omar.

Gerreral N'Iushuraf effectivelv duplicated this behavior in 2A02,

u,hen-under United States pressure-he "banned" several Islarnist

parties but then protected their leaders. The chiefs of Lashkare Taiba.

Jaishe Nloharnmed, and Harkarul Mujahideen (all militant Islamist

organizations) "were rvhisked irwa)- to the safe houses of Pakistan's

intelligence service" rvhere thev were supported rvith sizable stipends

tbr rrrost of the l'car. "Once freed in 2003, the terrorist leaders barn-

stormed arouncl rhe countl', recrtriting volr-rnteers forJihad in Kash-

rnir, Afghanistan rrnd even lraq. Some of the rallies rvere conducted

on militarv propern', addressing Pakistani troops . . . Hafiz Sireed

fieader of Lashkare Taiba] rvas allorved to address rr 150,000 strong

rally."32

If anl'one in a prominent militar-v position exernplifies Prrkis^tan's

otficial tolerance, if not sLlpport, of militant Islirnrisnr it is Lie utenant

Cenerrrl Hrmid Gul, former heacJ of'the ISI, u'h,rse invoh'ement

n'ith rrarious Islirmist clluses hrs gt-rne ttnchrrllengetl ol'cr nriln\'\'eilrs.

Hlssan Abbas describes Generirl Gul as "a loudlv religiorrs mrtn u,ith-

ont rr beard" rvhose "religious idearls robbed him of objectivin',"33 Be-

nveen 1988 and 2001 Gul r,r'as bin Laden's principrrl Pakistani ad-

viser.3u After the lttack of September 11, 2001, he blamed Israelis

and "elernents within the U.S. government" fbr wanting "to subju-

gate the N{uslim rvorld and for this thev needed ir pretext and crruse

c6ldbre to justifi 'their ?rctions in Afghartistrtn."i5 He has declared that
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;,,
:'re Islamist nuclear power would eventually forrn "a greater Islamic

I

Fai3 along with a fundamentalist Saudi Arabia after the monarchy
1- .

: !j..':' In Februaw 20a4, he participated in a secret meeting to plan
' i -':.'.to d'dtat against President Musharra{, rvho rvould be replaced bv

D:. -Lbdul Qg)"tm Khan, the engineer rvho sold nuclear secrets to

-{:.trica's selfiirvor,ved enemies. Gul revealed the plot later that sum-

=c:. srating that he "was assembling 'a strong team of fhithful Mus-

Ln; to rake control of the countrl' to serve the nation and the i\{us-

L-i rrorld with true Islamic spirit.'"17 All this without consequence.

C'd is still said to be active: In April 2A07, Aflhan police caprured a

rsung man rvith a bomb strapped to his body who claimed that Gen-

sar Gul "was financing and supporting the project" of training and

ceuipping suicide bombers.3s

I: seems incredible that General Gul could be so openly involved

rith Islamist causes without official sanction. There is an "organic

en,j svmbiotic nexus bet"lreen al-Qreda and the Pakistani jihadist

'ercups," says conservative journalist Arnaud Borchgrave.se Stephen

P. Cohen, the authority on Pakistan's arm\', says, "Radical Islam cer-

=itil'has found a home in Pakistan. Radical parties are profuse, and

:er:orism is an oft-employed tactic." Cohen further notes, "It has al-

xirit alrvavs becn the state, especiallv the Pakistani armt, that has al-

,.:,rr-ed most radical Islamic groups to function on ir n'ider stage-

rcuipping and training them rvhen necessary and providing overall

::litical and strategic guidance for their activities."l0

The American demand in September 2001 that Pakistan with-

.jrarv'all support for the Taliban in order to have a credible involve-

=ent in the "war on terror" forced the Pakistani leadership to turn

;gainst its own rvell-cultivated practice. The reversal created a con-

*cted and contradictory leadership. Even after agreeing to American

iemands, the government was allowing the Taliban to be active.

Ceneral Nasirullah Babar, interior minister under Benazir Bhutto,
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"confided to fiiends that since the Taliban were becorning il menace
inside Pakistatr, he had decided thrrt the onlv solutiorr to the problem
lay in giving the extrenrists their o\4'n countrl,."*l Pakist:rn \r,rlnts the
tliban to sttrl'itre, savs a confidant of Mushirrrirf; "I think they rvant

a rveak government [in Kabril] tnd rvant to support the Tirliban with-
out letting them rvin . . . \4/e are supporting them to give the Ameri-
cans a troubled time . . . All the administrators of madrassas know
lvhat our srudents are doing, . . . The heart of this government is with

the Taliban. The tonsue is nor."tr This is the source of exrreme mili-

tant Islrrrnism in Pakisrrrn itself. "The strength of religious extremism

till norv, has been derived frorn state Fatronage rather than popular

support. The groups that are currentlv paralvzing the conntrv lvere

the creation of the late irnd unlarnented Gen. N,ltrlurnm,.rd Zia ul-

Haq."u't

Does this dupliciw entail a risk? Stephen P. Cohen believes nor

tnuch:'Although the arnlv hirs a long historv of usir-rg rrrdical and vi-

olent Islamists for politicll purposes, it has little interest in strpport-

ing their larger agendir of rurning Pakistan into a more cornprehen-

sivelv Islamic state. Prrkistan's political, instirutionrl, econ<lrnic, and

social decat'rvifi htve to irccelerate before radical groups emerge irs ir

independent political force." His own statements, hor,vever, give rea-

son to wonder, for Pakistan's policv has nourished conficts within the

countrl'. "Toda1,, sectariln violence rages throughout Pakistilrl

Numerous sectarirn battles hal,e broken out among Sunnis, with

pitched battles benveen Barelvis and Deobandis, often fbr control

over Kirrachi'.s rlrosques."a'Tirriq Ali belie\.es the situation has be-

come perilous: the Islarnist schools thlt Pirkistirn hrrs toleratcd ant{

fostered, he savs, "tr\'ere nurseries designed to produce fanatics

Agents frorn the governnrent'-s . . . ISI provided training and supren'i-

sion irnd observecl the developnrent of the r]rore prornising studertts

. . . u'ho were later picked out :rnd serrt ftrr more spec'ialized trrinins
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ri j3r,-ret armv camps." "The dragon seeds sown in 2,500 madrassahs
-i;.
' .  

14- I  I

1a-ileJ produced a crop of 225,000 fanatics ready to kill and die for
iif:

i:,'*foeir faith."*s Whatever its outcome will be, this duplicitous policy
r*i'.

l. b,rs made Pakistan the real epicenter of the lvar on terror.
iit "
i ; r .

i' Such lvere the influences that fonned the Taliban as A movemerrt in
!!ii,':,

ti,uit. 
period before 2001; several social entities came together, each

;,.'bringrng its particular set of concerns, contributing to a political
*,j

' r:nalgam that exerted a distinctive influence on Afghan sociery. This
r  t  I  I  I  t .  Irnalgam would be disrupted, of course, in 2001, when the Taliban

ir'.re attacked by the Americans because of their alliance with Osama

:i:r Laden and al-Qeda. The success of the attack and the subse-

:uent estlblishment of a new Afghan state rvith the support of the

:nternational communiqv forced the tliban offstage. Many of them
'.t'ere killed, the rest scattered. The leaders lvho sun'ived fled into Pa-

Jslan-as did hurrdreds of the Pakistani military and intelligence of-

i.'ers who had supported them against the Americans. Even though

Osama bin Laden and Mullah lVluhammad Omar had not been
t l t t.:'orehended, observers supposed they'rvould soon be caprured or

lilled. But since that crushing defeat their forrunes have rurned. In
' :!ris section I outline the conditions under which the nerv Taliban or-
.:':
' {gnization took form, from the period 'rvhen they rvere scattered and

LJeteated'rp to 2007 when thev were resurgent.a6

Scarcely more than a year after their defeat, the situation had

:hanged. Mrrty of the best American militarv assets had been re-

*ored from Afghanistan, in preparation for the invasion of lraq; the

3ush administration and the rest of the world were preoccupied else-

',r'here. Mainly, things were not going well in Afghanistan. A new

;trte was being established, a governmental svstem to replace the one

--nat had dissipated in the course of mant' vears of war. Prominent
- t  t  I  t  .  , .  - r:::rong the leadership of thc new state were some of the command-
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ers-now being called "wurlordr" b)' the exp:rtriirte communiqr'-

rvhom the orieinai Taliban hird risen up rr{ainst in 1994. Ftrrrner ai-

versaries \vere allied to the Anrericans, and sorne of them \lrere flusl

rvith firnds frorn the international comrnunirv intended for the devei-

opment of the countr\'. And sometimes thel' labeled their enemie;
"Thliban" and "al-Qeda" in order to win Americans' help in doing

awal'rvith them.

In the meantime the economv lnnguished. There rvas little ern-

plovment. Electric porver was scilrce, el,.en in the capital. Despite

much trrlk of aid frorn the capitalist u'orid and rnuch bluster among

the Kabul diplornirtic corps and the influ.x of foreign nonsovern-

mental organizations, feu'gains were reaching the ordinarv people.

The police were being trccused of corruption. Businessrnen rvere kid-

napped for r:rnsorn. The onlv part of the economv doing u'ell rvas the

poptry crop. Farmers had at first rryelcomed the arrival of the Afghan

govenrment becatrse it rescued thern fiorn the Talib'.rn, u'ho had out-

larved popp)l but the neu, administrtrtion quicklv dispatched agent,

to destroy their crops. The contir-rued presence of Arnericirn troops.

lrttcr NATO, in Afghatristirn mrry rlso have gailed sorne fbrmer Tali-

ban; at least the zeal with rvhich thel'rvould turn against them ex-

pressed the same deep antipathy that the mujahedin had felt for the

Soviets.

Besides, the nerv government in Kabul was no longer essentialh'

Pashrun. Er.'en though Karzai was Pashtun, most of his cabinet were

not; the tradition of Pashrun dorninance rvas again compromised. At

the same time the moral r'ision that had animated the rnujahedin and

the Talibrn was still alive in the tribal areas, objectified in the tapes

and discs being sold in the markets. Videos displayed heroic exploits

against the Soviets, and also the destruction of Afghan homes bv

Arnerican b<lnrbs; bv irnplicartiorr the Amcricans were like the Sovi-
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N ":retives celebrating jihad against alie n kqf rs (unbelievers) de-
f i l , .  

-  c!  ' '  -  - -<-)------  - - : t "  "

[,j+rBd :hat thc hol'v strugsle against unbelievers was nor over-but{+r.
FF.

$n"tr *-e enemv \vere Americans.g,

F Lt :hir settins the Til ih,,,-, h,l.n :lis setting the Thliban began ro srir. I\{ullah Omar had in-

r.j his warriors to keep in touch after thev returned home, irnd

"eilit tor the call." By 200a, Taliban commanders rvere assess-

&e condition of their men: those killed, those alive, those able

Tnt. Thev excavated caches of weapons and raised funds. In-int. I hey excavated caches of weapons and raised funds. In-

r inds poured in: from businessmen in Karachi, goldsmiths in
F'$ts::.rrar. rvealthv Saudis irnd Kuwaitis, even svmpathetiic officers
t , l
ria *r Pakistan arm't' and intelligence corps. Mullah Omar reconsti-
: ' -o ffitd rhe leadership council and commissioned the infamous N4ullah
f , . ,n :  r r  I

"'Dl:'-:llah, notorious for his massacre of Hazaras in Bam_r.'an, to visir

l] nadrasas of Pakistan to collect dispersed former Taliban and seek

'@ii, re.-ruits, rnanv of rvh,:rn were attracted b1' the videotapes of
'l

S:::ilah's brutal acts. Pashtuns disaffected bv the rough treatment of
:rcnilibns by the tbreign forces-Americirns and later NATO troops-
'ald 

a3\\' recruits read), to join the suuggle were gathering in the

trbal Lreas ,rf the North West Frontier Province. The Taliban coffr-
. t

rni}tlc! center was siruated in Qretta, supported, according to news re-
..:.:

i,fo* 
ibut denied officialll'), bv the ISI. Thliban bases in the tribal ar-

|S mainly North Waziristan and South Waziristan, were busr,.*;
' Hi.:torically the Pashrun tribesmen have resisted outside encroach-
'" rrl€:rs. not onh' by the British in the nineteenth cenrun, but also

by :-i,e Pakistani militrrrl' in the nventieth. At the same time Pash-
' t

crn nt-rspitaliry ir legendary. The arrival of Arab-Afghans and Tali-
: .
. ' i l

!o* seeking refuge from American attacks in Afghanistan, no doubt

'lsEt.'hed their resorlrces. But these Pashtuns already shared many so-

ga-l ionventions with the T[liban; as r,ve have said, some joined the

Talran earlt, on. Despite thc srrain on tlreir hospitalitli manv ribal
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Afghanistan u'ith irnpunin: Within davs cross-border attacks re-

sr.trned. The U.S. militarv savs militant artacks in Afghanisrirn near

the Pakistan border tripled in some areas follorving the North \4'a-

ziristan deal. NATO registered nvo hundred cross-border "Actions"

in November 2006. In the meantime, more foreign militants arrived.

mainh'(it was said) from Uzbekistan and lraq.so

Br'2006 the influence of the Taliban in the tribal areas and inter-

mittentlv in many comrnunities of southern and eastern Afghanistan

lvas secure and pervasive. Afghan news sources reported on the exis-

tence of several training camps.sr Nlilitants fiom elseu'here-Arabs

from S:rudi Arabia, Iraq, and Palestine-u'erc training recruits in the

tribal areas about improvised explosive devices and suicide bombing.

Afghanistan officiirls clairned that a system of large-scale indoctrina-

tion of suicide bombers was operirtive in the tribd areas. Thev had

captured tr suicide bornber rvearing a vest filled rvith explosives who

claimed to have been sent br.' the head of a religious school in Bajaur

rvhere as manl: 'ls fir'e hundred to six hundred sttrdents were be-

ing preprrred fbr suicide attacks, financed b-v rr forrner head of Paki-

stani intelligence.s2 By the fall of 2006, insurgents in Iraq were shift-

ing their attention to Afghanistan. According to Rotella Sebastian,

"Nluslim extremists aspiring to battle the West [are rurning] their at-

tention back to the symbolically important and increasingly violent

rurf of Afghanistan . . . An accelerating Afghan offensive bv the re-

surllent Taliban offtrs a tlearer battleground trnd r rvealth of titrgets"

for suicide bombers.5i

The influence of the Taliban hirs grown inside Afghanistan, plac-

intr5 rnlnv residents in untenable positions. Afghrrn journrrlists in

April 2007 described il corrlmuniw in southern Afghanistan that was

seriotrsh' riven bv internal conflicts: some residents supported the

Taliban, others rvho opposed them fled, feeling unsafb in the vif

hge.so Eliztbeth Rubin described the experience of a person who had



*.,,
F'
F' Fraternig, Power, and Tirne in Central Asia 233
[ i '
#
ilr

'i'.**'r::<ed rvith the Thlibirn. Beaten b,y the Afghanistan police, he rvas
'ia "'

I: ri:sed bv the tribal elders to flee to Pakistan. There he joined the
\JE.

F;'Tluib.n. But after a year, tired of the fighting, he accepted an offer of
:sa;,:nciliation by an Afghanistan general. For that he was imprisoned

the Pakistani government until he agreed to rejoin the struggle

t4gr,inst the Americans. 55

It The Taliban, at first consisting of a ferv religious srudents and their
F. -  -L^--  ^--L^-^r  c^-^^{ '^-  r - . -^r  -^^^^-^ L.--  -L^ : -c.^:^--  ^r^-L^-:-l' cr,thers, gathered force for local reasons, but the infusion of other in-
S;. .;i: urrest groups transforrned the rnovement, broadening its horizons
:ii

', 
*O connecting it into a nenvork of like-minded insurgent groups

' *i;ervhere. By 2007 the Taliban consisted of a loose alliance of sev-

.t"t i:inds of people: former anti-Soviet mujahedin, Pashtun clerics,

' Pchrun tribesmen, Arab and Pakistani Islamists, even some officials

a'' the Pakistan government-all of them now linked into an inter-

;;riurnal netw'ork of anti-Western militants. From a homogeneous

P:shrun group \n 1994 the Taliban had become an assemblage of di-

-'-:rse social ar-rd ethnic qvpes engaged in a larger cause. Thev norv

i.,:,r'e links to other insurgent groups. The videos being seen in Paki-

lin include irnages of the Palestinian struggle, creating the sense

*.rt the losses to the Americans in Afghanistan and the embarrass-

nents of the Palestinians under Israel demand a fresh urgency for

iol't'rvar on behalf of oppressed and occupied Muslims evertwhere.56

Their involvement rvith the Arab-Afghans and the Pakistani mili-

:::\'transfbrrned the Taliban's rhetoric to reflect the universal visions

c; Islamists elsewhere. Taliban leaders are as likelv as anv Arab N{us-

:im organizarion to r,'oice the concerns of insurgent grouPs in Iraq,

P.Jestinc, Chechnyir, Kashmir, or Uzbekistan-places about n'hich

';e peoples of Afghanistan formerlv had no knorvledge or interest.

I ili.e other Islarnist organizations struggling against regimes that dom-

=rre them, the Taliban perceive their ultimate struggle to be against

=e West, especiallv the United States, which they hold responsible
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for the injustices thev see. "\Ve are t{eibndine the cotrntrv fr<lrn the

infidels," Elizabeth Rubin u'as told.:; Isliunism. firr sorne lrustrated

people in the 1\Iiddle East anc'l Cer-rtral Asia, has provided the expla-

nation for their corlmon predicament. We hear it in vrrious fbrms.

According to Lorefta Napoleoni, militant Islamists in the N4iddie

East lvere saving, "The *ictorY over comrnnnism was won with weap-

ons under the leadership of God . . . Democrac),, modernization i

l 'Americaine, had nothing to do rvith it."i$ A Shia militi irman favor-

able to i\'luqtada al-Sadr put it this rvav to John Burns of the Nezt

York Tinter in the spring of 20A4: "f t rvas God rvho finished Saddam,

not the Americans. The Americans broke all their promises to us.

and thel'hlrr'e brought their infidel beliefs to lraq. We hate them, and

thel'are lvorse than Saddarn."se

Especiallv since the Arnerican invasion of Iraq in 2003, localized

insurgent groups in Afghanisttn have ttrken up the rhetoric of mili-

tant Islarnisnr, r.r'hich in Atghanist'.rn is marrif'est in the broirtlening

intercst of religious lcaders in l\'Iiddle Eirstern a.ffirirs. In Herirt, Is-

lamic authorities heading the Kor:rn N'Iemorizirtion School, tirr in-

stance, clairned solidarin' rvith the global cAuse rvhen thev con-

demned the rrrurders of Hamas leaders Sha.vkh Ahrnad Yasin and Dr.

Abd al-Aziz al-Rantisi on April 18, 20A4. What \vas unusual about

this irnnouncernent \1'as that, given in Dari, it expressed a concern for

N,{iddle Errstern afhirs to u'hich the Af,r{h'.urs l'rad hitherto heen in-

different: "\4/e urge rll countrics irnc{ internrrtiontl ftrtrndations to . . .

fight aqrrinst terrorism irnd to portrav the racist regime of Isrirel as

t svmbol of goverrlment terrorism in the r,vorld.""'l' Even stl, sttch

rhetoric conceals local concerns. Gtrlbuddin Hekrnrlrl'ar, head of the

Hizb-e Islami mu.iahedin pilrrt', expressed his sl'mpathv fbr the global

Islirmic strugglc on April 11,2004-that is, at i i t irne rvhen in Iraq

supporters of the Shiite cleric N'Iuqtada al-Sadr were clashing n'ith

Arnericrn forces: he crrlled fbr Af.ghans to rise up against the U.S.-led



Fraternity, Power, and Time in CentralAsia 235

:':,"Jition in Afghanistrn. But his speech rvirs made in Pashto: he u'as

illealing to ir local irudience.or

ln suggestirre that in the late High N{iddle Ages the demise of old
';enainties" r.vould lerrd to a "search" fbr "a new way of linking fiater-

eir.r; power and time," Benedict Anderson implies that human beings

;ar? a grand moral frame of reference within which to imaginatively

;iruate themselves. His rvording indicates a conjurrction of culrural

!:elrures by rvhich individual experience-hurnan suff'ering-is given

;ienificance: by a sense of communin' ("fraterniqv"); by a recognition

':f authoriq' through which dominance may be exercised ("power");

rnd by a cosmology situating one's past, present, and furure in a

areaningful frame ("time";.oz

The concept of the "nation," as it took form in Europe in the ser'-

:steenth and eighteen cennrries, satisfied this need in a period when

: new class, a bourgeoisie, rvas learning to define its collective inter-

t;1. A sinrilar "search" for such "certainties" seems to be taking form

ii a ne\,v social bodf in Greater Central Asia becomes conscious of its

- ommonalin' of in terests-a n !1sse mblage of frustrated, unemplol,ed,

;:lrurally unfit, socially alienated voung men. Tiue, there have aiwavs

bo-en such in this area and elsewhere. But its scale is neu': approxi-

=ateiv half of the population in Greater.Central Asia are under the

i3e of 25 rrnd the proportion is grorving. And their predicament is

3i'er more urgent; their dernands will l ikel)' become more strident,

The rising interest in Islanr in recent times, especialll among the

1-cung people of the lVtuslim world, reflects the failure of other moral

iiioms to provide hope, a rvay to respond; Islamisnt is, for them, a

;reative way to link fraternitl', power, and time.

There was '.1 time rvhen I thought the search for a firm u'av to link

:'f,ternin', power; and tirne was still on, still alive among lMuslims of

:re l{iddle East and Central Asia. In fact, for manr'l 'oung Pashruns
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in southern Afghanistan and Pakistan's tribal areas the search may be

over. Political Islam-political and militarv action justified in Islamic

terms and aimed toward Islamic ends-has filled the void. The Is-

lamist reaction, they suppose, is the irnsrver. It provides the moral cri-

tique that enables rnanv to shirre a common conc€ption of the prob-

lem and to envision a solution. It is norv, for them, the articulirte voice

bv rvhich to escape their constraints and to oppose the ultinute source

of their problems, the West, especirrlll' the one greirt po\irer. So the

cause is international.6s

Tlrese Islamists shirre a sense of fraternity as Nluslims, in fact, in

this case as Sunni i\{uslims, who desire a more iust rvorld in which

iVluslims have more leverage, rnore digniry more hope. They share a

comrnon conception of pouer in that they grant leadership to indi-

viduals who speak in the name of God irnd cirn rnuster a force br'

rvhich to activel'1. confront the culrural juggernaut of the West, some

of them even supposing that their marqvrdom for this cause would be

honorable and spirirually rewarded. They share a common sense of

time rn the sense of a cosmology and an eschatology that situates

their present dilemmas in ir trajectorl' of historl'. I speculate that

rnany of them, like manv Christians, suppose tha.t this rvorld is in its

last throes-it is a notion that appeals as more people lose hope. Pi-

erre Bourdieu, writing about the Algerian wirr of the 1950s, srrid, "To

express the present state of affairs the old Algerians often sa1': 'We

are no\r' in the fourteenth centurr'.'To them the fburteenth century is

the century of the end of the world, irt rvhich time ever\"thing that

lvas the rule rvill become the exception, when all that was forbidden

wi[ be now permitted,"6' It is nolv several decades after the Algerian

war, but the sense that this conflicted world is advancing torvard a

cataclysrnic demise resonates with somc.

That sense rvas alive in the sun'rmer of 2AO4 in lraq, for instauce,

rvhere l\ifuqtada al-Sadr, leading an insurgency of Shiites against the
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Lrnited States in lraq, announced that the Mahdi (who, many Mus-

Ims believe, rvill appear at the end of the age) "would arrive any day

:o\v." In fact, according to al-Sadr, the reason the Americans at-

:rcked Iraq was because thev knew that the i\{ahdi's arrival was im-

;:inent and tl'rcv rvanted to caprure and kill hirn.n5 It was alive in Af-

ahanistan in the 1990s. When Zoya, a young woman trapped in

Kabul as the mujahcdin occupied the ciqv in 7992, told her grand-

*other about the terrifying acts of the mujahedin, the old womans
'eves filled with tears, and she started praying aloud . . . She told me

i=avs Zoyal 'It means that we are close to the Day ofJudgment.""6 I

Jon't knorv how broadlv this view of the times is among the rising

:ide of Islarnists in Greater Central Asia, but I hope that, for some of

irem at least, the search is still "on" for another !va1'to link fraterniq',

?o\ver, and time meaningfully together.


