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Chronology of major events and developments in the history of the
Turko-Persian ecumene

Meso- Asia West  Iran Khurasan/ Trans-  Balkh-  Afghan- Indus  North
potam-  Minot/  Iran/  Plat-  Sistan oxiana/  Afghan  istan/  Valley India/

ia/ Anato-  Cau-  eau North Turkistan Baluch- Gangetic
Ara- lia casus Steppes istan Plain/
bia China

c¢. 1500-1200 B.C.: Aryan invasions of
Indian subcontinent; earliest hymns
of Rig Veda.
1200600 b.C.: Vedic Period.
¢. 1000 B.c.: Iranians descend out of Gentral Asia into the Iranian plateau, calling
themselves “Aryan” like those that moved into the subcontinent earlier.
800 B.C.: Rise of the Medes.
745—626 B.C.: Assyrians. Their empire at its height (c. 640 B.C.) stretched from the Persian Culf to Egypt and Asia Minor.
626-539 B.c.: Neo-Babylonians (Chaldeans) dominated Palestine and Fertile Crescent.
500-330 B.c.: The Achaemenid Empire; at its height stretched from Asia Minor to the Indus.
356-323 B.C.: Alexander, conqueror of the territory from Macedonia to the Indus Valley.

c. 322-183 B.c.: Mauryas
arise in upper Ganges,
spread to dominate most of
South Asia.

Meso-  Asia West  Iran  Khurasan/ Trans-  Balkh-  Afghan- Indus  North
potam-  Mino/ Iran/  Plat-  Sistan oxiana/  Afghan  istan/ Vailey India/

ia/ Anato- Cau-  eau North Turkistan Baluch- Gangetic
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bia China
c. 31264 B.C.: Seleucids dominate the region from the Euphrates to the Indus during
most of this period.
¢. 150 B.c.: Seleucids collapsing, give way to Parthians coming out of Central Asia and
Khurasan.

¢. 78-250: Kushans rule north-west
India from Peshawar.
A.D. 224-651: Sasanians arise, overthrow Parthians, dominate the region between the Euphrates and
the Indus.
Late 400s: Mazdak institutes a movement against the Sasanids, accused of founding a “joyous

pleasure religion” (Khurramiyya).
c. mid 400s: Chionites and

Hephthalites invade out of
Central Asia. Hephthalites
form an empire (c.
450-565) that dominates
the region between
Sinkiang and Iran and
between Sogdiana and-the
Punjab.

c. 500s: In the steppes of northern Central Asia Iranian populations

are being replaced by Turkic populations.
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c. 565: Hephthalite empire gives way to the Turkic gaghanate «
north and Sasanids on the west and south. Turks by this time
dominate the region as far south as the Oxus.

622: Muhammad’s flight from Mecca to Medina, beginning of the Islamic calendar. Muhammad dies 10 years late:
632-661: The “rightly guided” caliphs; expansion of Arabs and Islam to Syria and the Oxus, and in the west to the ¢
Sidra.
660-750: Umayyad caliphate dominates the region from the Atlantic to the Indus.
699: Language of bureaucracy in eastern Islamic lands is changed from Pahlavi to Arabic.
711-712: Conquest of Transoxiana by Muslims.
711-713: Conquest of Sind by
Muslims.
736: Khidash, missionary of Abbasids who instituted a movement focused «
himself, dies.
748 or 749: Bihafarid dies after leading an uprising in Nishapur and Badgh

744-749: “Abd Allah b. Mu‘awiya is focus of an uprising in Kufa, accused of supporting “pleasure religic
750: Abbasid uprising begins in Khurasan.
750-1258: Abbasid caliphate, capital at Baghdad after 762; their political power begins to decline in ninth century 1
they are merely symbolic rulers.
755: Death of Abu Muslim, former missionary of Abbasids who became fo
large popular movement.
758: Sunbadh leads a revolt in the name of Abu Muslim.
750s: Rizamiyyas arise, believe that spirit of God was in Abu Muslim and -
pass to a series of legitimate successors.
750s: Abu Muslimiyya movement under the belief that Abu M

wac etill alive acrniced of beine a nleasure relision.





















