BRET GUSTAFSON

Washington University
Department of Anthropology  St. Louis, MO 63130 USA
(office) 314-935-8630

gustafson@wustl.edu - www.artsci.wustl.edu/~bdgustaf

EDUCATION

2002

1991

Ph.D. Harvard University, Social Anthropology

Dissertation: Native Languages and Hybrid States: A Political Ethnography of Bilingual Education
Reform in Bolivia

B.A. Tulane University, Anthropology and Latin American Studies, Summa cum laude

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

2010-
2002-10

Associate Professor of Anthropology, Washington University in St. Louis

Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Washington University in St Louis

RESEARCH

Ethnography of the state, social movements, and development; natural resource politics (oil and

gas); Indigenous rights and state sovereignties; Andean and Amazonian ethnology; Guarani and

Maya languages and bilingual intercultural education; Bolivia, Brazil, Guatemala

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS

2009
2005-06
2005
2004
1998
1997
1994-97
1992

Washington University I-CARES Seed Grant

Fulbright Scholar, Bolivia

Faculty Research Grant, Washington University

International and Area Studies Research Grant, Washington University
Mellon Foundation Dissertation Grant

Foreign Language and Area Studies Dissertation Grant

National Science Foundation Fellowship for Graduate Research

Fulbright Scholar, La Paz, Bolivia
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BOOKS

2009 New Languages of the State: Indigenous Resurgence and the Politics of Knowledge in Bolivia.
Durham: Duke University Press. (331 pp.)

EDITED VOLUMES

2011 Nicole Fabricant and Bret Gustafson, eds. Remapping Bolivia: Territory, Resources, and
Indigeneity in a Plurinational State. Santa Fe: School for Advanced Research Press. (208 pp).

2010 Mabel Moraia and Bret Gustafson, eds. Rethinking Intellectuals in Latin America.
Madrid/Frankfurt: Vervuert/lberoaméricana (388 pp).

ARTICLES & BOOK CHAPTERS (*refereed)

nd Fossil Knowledge: Industry Strategy, Public Culture, and the Challenge for Critical Research. To
appear in Flammable Societies: Studies on the Socio-Economics of Oil and Gas, edited by J. A.
MacNeish and Owen Logan. London: Pluto.

nd* Guarani. To appear in The Languages of Bolivia. Mily Crevels, ed. University of Nijmegen and
Plural: Nijmegen and La Paz.

2011 Rewriting Maya Country in Guatemala and Mexico (Review Essay). Latin American Research
Review 46(3).

2011* Flashpoints of Sovereignty: Natural Gas and Territorial Conflict in Bolivia. In Oil, Integration, and
Conflict: Towards an Anthropology of Oil. Andrea Behrends, Stephen Reyna, and Gunther Schlee,
eds. Oxford: Berghahn.

2011* (with Nicole Fabricant). Introduction: New Cartographies of Knowledge and Struggle. In
Fabricant and Gustafson, eds. Santa Fe: SAR Press. Pp. 1-33.

2011* Power Necessarily Comes from Below: Guarani Autonomies and their Others. In Fabricant and
Gustafson, eds. Santa Fe: SAR Press. Pp. 268-308.

2010 Autonomia e articulagdo: o gas natural e as transformacdes das regides e do poder na Bolivia e
Brasil. In Regido e poder: representagdes en fluxo. Dilamar Candida Martins, Izabel Missagia de
Mattos, and Mauro Victoria Soares, eds. Goiania: Editora PUC Goias. Pp. 37-58.

2010* Lasoberania en los tiempos del gas: territorialidades y tacticas en el sureste boliviano. Umbrales
20 (La Paz).

2010* When States Act Like Movements: Dismantling Local Power and ‘Seating’ Sovereignty in Bolivia.
Latin American Perspectives 37(4):48-66.

2010 Pluralism, Articulation, Containment: Knowledge Politics Across the Americas. In Morafia, Mabel
and Bret Gustafson, eds. Rethinking Intellectuals in Latin America. Frankfurt/Madrid:
Vervuert/Iberoaméricana. Pp. 353-372.

2009* Manipulating Cartographies: Plurinationalism, Autonomy, and Indigenous Resurgence in Bolivia.
Anthropological Quarterly 82(4):985-1016.

2008 Laeducacion y el resurgimiento indigena en Bolivia: desafios al proyecto de descolonizacién.” In
Cultura y Cambio Social: South by Midwest |. Mabel Morafia, ed. Frankfurt:Vervuert. Pp. 91-112.

2006* Spectacles of Autonomy and Crisis: Or, What Bulls and Beauty Queens Have to Do With
Regionalism in Eastern Bolivia. Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology
11(2):351-379.

Reprinted (Spanish) 2008, in Revista Willka 2(2): (El Alto, Bolivia).
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2004

2002

El concepto de “red” y los conocimientos indigenas en la EIB. Qinasay: Revista de Educacion
Intercultural Bilinglie (Cochabamba, Bolivia). 2(1):7-22.

The Paradoxes of Liberal Indigenism: Indigenous Movements, State Processes, and Intercultural
Reformism in Bolivia. In The Politics of Ethnicity: Indigenous Peoples in Latin American States.
David Maybury-Lewis, ed. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. Pp. 267-306.

MONOGRAPHS (RESEARCH REPORTS AND NON PEER-REVIEWED TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS)

2011

2005

2002

1998

1996

1996

Nemoesaka Guasu: El Gran Esclarecimiento. Collaborative Research on Two Decades of
Organization with the Asamblea del Pueblo Guarani-ktika Guasu. In coordination with the Equipo
de Apoyo al Pueblo Guarani. Entre Rios. (88pp)

Galdames, Viviana, Aida Walqui, and Bret Gustafson. La Ensefianza de Lenguas Indigenas en la
Educacion Bilingtie [Teaching Indigenous Languages in Bilingual Education Programs]. La Paz:
PROEIB Andes/INWENT. (143pp)

Published in French, 2004, as L’école Vivant: Enseigner la langue maternelle dans un programme
d’éducation bilingiie. Daouda, Senegal: INWENT.

Robles, Tomas, Bret Gustafson, and Fernando Rojas. Necesidades Bdsicas de Aprendizaje: Area
Guarani. [Research on Basic Educational Needs: Guarani Area] La Paz (Bolivia): Ministerio de
Educacién, Cultura y Deportes. (122 pp)

Gustafson, Bret, Lucy Gutiérrez, and Sabino Manuel. Neerefii [The Flowering Word, a social
history and linguistics text written in the Guarani language]. La Paz: UNICEF. (132 pp)

Nee: introduccion al estudio lingiiistico del idioma guarani, para guarani hablantes [Language:
An Introduction to the Linguistic Study of the Guarani Language, for Guarani Speakers]. La Paz:
APG/UNICEF/TEKO-Guarani. (170 pp)

Guia para el estudio de nuestras lenguas y nuestras culturas [Guide to ethnographic method for
indigenous educators]. La Paz: UNICEF. (123 pp)

BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTES

in press Review, Urarina Society, Cosmology, and History in Peruvian Amazonia by Bartholomew Dean.

2010

2008

2008

2005

2004

2004

2001

Tipiti, Journal of South American Ethnology.

Review, Dilemmas of Modernity: Bolivian Encounters with Law and Liberalism, by Mark Goodale.
American Anthropologist (to appear, March 2010).

Review, The Spectacular City: Violence and Performance in Urban Bolivia, by Daniel Goldstein.
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 14(1): 228-229.

Review, At the Risk of Being Heard: Indigenous Rights in Postcolonial States, edited by
Bartholomew Dean and Jerome Levi. Indigenous Nations Journal 5(2)/6(1):141-144.

Commentary, On Peasants and Power in Eastern Bolivia. Journal of Latin American Anthropology
10(1):80-84.

Review, The Guarani in the Rio de la Plata, by Barbara Ganson. Tipiti, Journal of South American
Ethnology 2(1).

David Maybury-Lewis. Biographical Dictionary of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Vered Amit,
ed. London:Routledge. Pp. 343-44,

Guarani. Diccionario Historico de Bolivia. Josep M. Barnadas, ed. Sucre (Bolivia): Grupo de
Estudios Histdricos.
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2000

Quechua, Quichua, Aymara, Diablada. Encyclopedia of Contemporary Latin American and
Caribbean Cultures. Daniel Balderston, et al. eds. New York: Routledge.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND OTHER ESSAYS

2009
2008
2008

2006
2005

2003
2003

1998

Bolivia 9/11: Bodies and Power on a Feudal Frontier. Caterwaul Quarterly 2:20-24.

Reading Bolivia in the US Press. NACLA Report on the Americas 41(4):49-52.

By Means Legal and Otherwise: The Bolivian Right Regroups. NACLA Report on the Americas
41(1): 20-25.

Reprinted in: 2008 Real World Latin America: A Contemporary Economics and Social Policy
Reader. Boston: Dollars and Sense/NACLA.

Indigenous Leader Elected President in Bolivia. Cultural Survival Quarterly 30(1):12.

To Speak in Our Own Words: Language Rights and Guarani Renaissance in Bolivia. Human Rights
Dialogue (Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs). Issue on Cultural Rights 2(12):11-
12.

Political Defense in the Chapare: Voices from Bolivia. Cultural Survival Quarterly 26(4):49.

The Spirituality of the Coca Leaf: Interview with M. Choque and C. Mamani. Cultural Survival
Quarterly 26(4):51.

Guarani Educational Politics and Multicultural State-Making in Bolivia. Cultural Survival
Quarterly 22(1):20-21.

CONFERENCE AND PANEL ORGANIZER

2010

2008

2000

1999

1999

Panel co-organizer, with Nicole Fabricant. Andean Territorialities and the Shifting Circuits of
Water, Qil, Gas, and Land. American Anthropological Association, New Orleans.

Conference co-organizer, with Mabel Moraia, “Rethinking Intellectuals in Latin America: The
South by Midwest Il International Conference on Latin America.” Washington University Latin
American Studies Program.

Panel organizer, “Guarani Ethnographies,” Latin American Studies Association, Miami.

Panel organizer, Invited session, “Native Language Politics,” 38" Conference on American Indian
Languages (SSILA). American Anthropological Association, Chicago.

Panel organizer, “Bolivia in the Era of Neoliberal Multiculturalism,” New England Council on
Latin American Studies.

INVITED LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION (last five years)

2011

2011

2011

2011

The Contemporary Policy Relevance of Andean Indigenous Languages. University of lllinois
Summer Andean Language Institute, Urbana-Champaign.

Discussant. Race Across the Atlantic Conference. Washington University, Pluralism, Politics and
Religion Initiative Workshop.

Remapping Bolivia. University of Texas Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies and the
Andean Research Group, Austin.

Climate Justice: The Challenges of Global Warming. Washington University College Master in
Liberal Arts Lecture Series, St. Louis.
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2010

2010

2010

2010

2010

2010

2010

2010

2010
2010

2009

2009
2009

2009

2009
2009

2009

2009

2009

2009

Discussant, Andean Territorialities and the Shifting Circuits of Water, Qil, Gas, and Land.
American Anthropological Association, New Orleans.

Invited discussant, The Circulation of Autobiographical and Biographical Narratives in Lowland
South America and Beyond: Tribute to David Maybury-Lewis. American Anthropological
Association, New Orleans.

Invited paper, Indigenous Resurgence and the Politics of Knowledge: The Bolivian Guarani Case.
For a British Academy Seminar, “Paradigms of Diversity and Social Cohesion: Education Planning,
Curriculum Design and Language Vitality Among Latin American Indigenous Peoples (2000-
2012). Newcastle University, UK.

Hydrocarbon Knowledge Regimes and the Ethnography of Gas in Bolivia. Invited paper, Latin
American Studies Association, Toronto.

Series of public lectures on “Racism in Comparative Perspective: Bolivia and Guatemala”.
Invited by the Univeristy of the Cordillera; Vice-Presidency of Bolivia; Defensoria del Pueblo, and
the Ministry of Cultures. La Paz, Bolivia, July 27-30.

Epistemic Rupture, Affirmative Action or Reverse Racism: Decolonizing Knowledge in Evo’s
Bolivia. New York University Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies.

New Languages of the State: Indigenous Resurgence and the Politics of Knowledge in Bolivia.
Department of Latino and Latin American Studies, Northern lllinois University.

Gas Geopolitics and Indigenous Self-Determination Rights in Bolivia. Indiana University Maurer
School of Law/Dept of Anthropology Conference on Human Rights in the Global South.

Gas Geopolitics and Indigenous Self-Determination Rights in Bolivia. Harvard Law School.

From Neoliberalism to Living Well: Gas and the Cultural Politics of Redistribution in Bolivia.
University of Washington Department of International Studies Seminar, Seattle.

Regions and Power in Latin America. Invited Closing Address to the National Symposium on
Social Sciences, Federal University of Goiania (UFG), Goiania, Brazil.

Evo Morales and Gas Wealth in Bolivia. Southern lllinois University, Edwardsville.

Populism, Corruption, or Revolution? Gas and Redistributive Politics in Bolivia. University of
[llinois Latin American Studies Seminar, Urbana-Champaign.

The Anthropology of Redistribution and Inequality: Reflections on the Gas Boom from the
Bolivian Chaco. Flammable Societies Conference, La Paz, Bolivia.

Inequality and Bolivia’s Age of Gas. Latin American Studies Association, Rio de Janeiro.

Os Guarani e o gas natural na Bolivia: procesos emergentes. Invited lecture at the Federal
University of Goiania (UFG), Brazil.

Indigenous Rights and the Plurinational Constitution in Bolivia. Buder Center for American Indian
Studies Course, “The Future of Indian Nations,” Washington University.

Socio-cultural Dimensions of Sustainability. Washington University International Center for
Advanced Renewable Energy and Sustainability.

Sovereignty in a Social Movement State: Visualizing Violence and Dismantling ‘Local Powers’ in
Bolivia. University of Chicago Anthropology Department Seminar.

From Invisibility to Violence: The Guarani and Natural Gas in Bolivia. University of Toronto
Center for Latin American Studies Conference on Indigenous Peoples in the Southern Cone: The
End of Invisibility.
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2008 Plurinationalism, Autonomy, and Gas in Bolivia. Northwestern University Departments of
Anthropology and Latin American Studies Conference on Decolonizing the Nation, (Re)Imagining
the City: Indigenous Peoples Mapping New Terrain, Chicago.

2008 Manipulating Cartographies: Plurinationalism, Autonomy, and Gas in Bolivia.” Syracuse
University/Cornell University Departments of Latin American Studies Conference on Identity,
Territory, and Social Justice in Latin America, Syracuse.

2007 Knowledge and Sovereignty in Bolivia. American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C.

2007 Decolonization and Recolonization in Bolivia. Duke University-UNC Consortium on Latin
American & Caribbean Studies Conference on Left Turn/Right Turn: Where are Latin America
and the Caribbean Going?.

2006 Gas and Terrritoriality in Bolivia. Association of Brazilian Anthropology, Goiania, Brazil.

2005 Gas, Sovereignty, and Indigeneity in Bolivia. American Anthropological Association, Washington,
D.C.

FIELDWORK

2010-11 St. Louis, USA Fieldwork on the cultural politics of public school reform.

2010-11 Bolivia Research collaboration with the Assembly of Guarani People and Equipo

de Apoyo al Pueblo Guarani, Tarija (various)

2009 Bolivia, Brazil Ethnographic transect of a hydrocarbon (natural gas) network (1 month)

2008 Bolivia Gas, land, and territorial conflict (summer)

2005-06 Bolivia Indigenous education and decolonization; gas, land, and territorial

conflict (Fulbright, 9 months)
2003, 04 Bolivia Bilingual education and education reform (summers)
2001 Sweden-Denmark Development aid and indigenous education (short-term)
2000-02 Various Indigenous organizations, oil companies, and conflict in Venezuela,
Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, and Bolivia (short-term)

1997-98 Bolivia Bilingual intercultural education and the Guarani (dissertation fieldwork,
15 months)

1995, 96 Bolivia Bilingual intercultural education (pre-dissertation fieldwork, summers)

1993-94 Bolivia Guarani epistemologies, educational practice, and textual production.
Collaborative research with the Assembly of Guarani People and UNICEF
(17 months)

1992 Bolivia Urban Aymara, the Festival of Gran Poder, La Paz; Aymara language

studies (Fulbright, 11 months).

1991 Costa Rica Sustainable Development and Tropical Ecology. School for Field Studies,

Northeastern University (3 months)
1990 Guatemala Kagchikel-Maya oral histories (3 months)
1989 Guatemala Language studies in Kagchikel-Maya, Antigua (3 months)
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TEACHING
Graduate seminars

Anthropology and Development; Social Movements; Culture, Power, and the State; Ethnographic
Fieldwork

Undergraduate lecture

Indigenous Peoples and Movements in Latin America; Anthropologies of Latin America; Global Energy
and the American Dream; American Indians and American Empire

Undergraduate research/seminar

Social Thought and Analysis Senior Thesis Writers’ Seminar; St Louis 101: Urban Anthropology and the
Global City; Anthropology and Public Engagement

GRADUATE ADVISING
Major advisor, Anthropology, Washington University
L. Hinegardner, ABD, Activist Filmmakers and the Remaking of Citizenship, Mexico City
D. Billingsley, ABD, K’iche’ Maya Literacy Practices and Memory (Re)Making, Guatemala
L. Isenhart, MA, 2008, Mining and Social Conflict in Argentina
Committee member, Anthropology, Washington University
N. Batiashvilli, PhD candidate, Memory Politics in Georgia (2d year paper reader)
Namgyal, PhD candidate, Households and Migration in Tibet (2d year paper reader)
R. Hodges, PhD candidate, Islam and Public Education in the Middle East
J. Wistrand, PhD, 2011. Development and NGOs in Azerbaijan (reader)
J. Quincey, PhD, 2009. Language Revitalization in Wales
MA advisor, International Studies, Washington University
M. Cardona, MA, 2011, International Non-Profits
A. Bingham, MA, 2009, Plan Colombia
L. Leme, MA, 2008, Petrobras in Bolivia: The Expansion of the Gas Sector
MA advisor, American Culture Studies, Washington University
Alana Fields, MA candidate, Domestic Violence and Black Male Privilege
J. Pounds, MA, 2009, The Ethnography of a Gay Bar in St. Louis

UNDERGRADUATE ADVISING
Washington University (2002-present)

Advisor, Undergraduate Honors Theses (25, Anthropology, 12; International Studies, 7; Social Thought
and Analysis, 5; American Culture Studies, 1)

Reader, Undergraduate Honors Theses (26)

Undergraduate Independent Studies (5)
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Undergraduate Internships (7)
Advisor of Mellon-Mays Fellows (2)

Harvard University (1998-2002)
Advisor, Undergraduate Honors Theses (Anthropology, 5; Social Studies, 4)

Reader, Undergraduate Honors Theses (Social Studies, 6)
UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Washington University

2008- Inter-disciplinary Faculty Initiative on American Indian Studies

Washington University, College of Arts and Sciences

2010-11 Washington University Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee
2004-10 Faculty interviewer of candidates, Rodriguez Scholars Program
2008-10 January Scholars Program Fall Course Instructor

2006-08 Washington University Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee
2006-08 Human Subjects Behavioral Research Review Sub-Committee
2005-06 Ad-hoc Committee on Unification of Human Subjects Research
2003-04 Faculty Associate, Rubelmann-Umrath Hall (Residence Life)

Washington University, Department of Anthropology

2009-10 Search committee, Linguistic Anthropologist

2005, '08 Undergraduate Awards Committee

2005 Ad-hoc committee on Human Subjects Research Review Policies
2004-09 Graduate student language qualification assessments (Spanish)

Washington University, American Culture Studies

2009-10 Masters’ thesis advising; Postdoctoral review; advising on human subjects research

Washington University, International and Area Studies and Latin American Studies

2006-10 Undergraduate major, thesis, and capstone advisor; pre-dissertation grant committee
2008 Co-organizer, South by Midwest Il International Conference on Latin America

2007 Member of the Study Abroad Program Evaluation Team, Santiago, Chile

2002-09 Guest lecturer, International Studies seminar for majors

2004 Consultant, Freshman Leadership Program

Washington University, Social Thought and Analysis
2007, 08 Senior Thesis Seminar Leader
2002-08 Undergraduate major advisor
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2003-06 Developed Freshman Seminar, “Engaging the City: St Louis”

Washington University, Other
2003-08 Outside dissertation reader (7 Spanish; 1 Political Science)

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Grant referee

Social Science Research Council, annual reviewer of International Dissertation Research
Fellowships (approx. 100, 2006-10); National Science Foundation (4); Austrian Science Fund (1);
Economic and Social Research Council (UK) (1); Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
of Canada (1)

Journal referee

Journal of Latin American Anthropology (6); American Anthropologist (3); American Ethnologist
(3); Cultural Anthropology (1); Comparative Studies in Society and History (1); Collaborative
Anthropologies (1); Anthropological Quarterly (1); Anthropology and Education Quarterly (1);
Urban Anthropology (1); Journal of Linguistic Anthropology (1); Latin American Research Review
(1); Ethnography (1); Social Forces (1); Political and Legal Anthropology Review (2); Studies in
Law, Politics, and Society (1).

Manuscript reviewer

Duke University Press (2); U. Pennsylvania Press (1); University of Arizona Press (1); University of
Texas Press (1).

TRAINING AND OTHER WORK

2011 Social Science Research Council (SSRC). Co-leader of Dissertation Proposal Development
Fellowship (DPDF) Workshop on “Global Indigenous Politics,” with Prof. Tony Lucero. June and
September.

2011 Social Science Research Council (SSRC). Facilitator for workshop with recipients of IDRF
dissertation fellowships, March 24-28. Austin, TX.

2010-11Assembly of Guarani People (Tarija, Bolivia): Diagnostic of Impacts of Natural Gas on Social and
Political Life, O’Connor Province, Bolivia.

2005 Original Peoples’ Education Councils (La Paz, Bolivia): Revision of curricular proposal for
Indigenous (First Nations’) research institutes (Aymara, Quechua, Guarani)

2002 PROEIB-Andes (Cochabamba, Bolivia): Seminar for Guarani educators on Guarani language
writing, orthography, and standardization issues

2002 PROEIB-Andes (Cochabamba, Bolivia): Seminar for M.A. Students: Critical Perspectives on
Indigenous Knowledge as Social and Network Practice

1999 UNICEF-Bolivia (Camiri, Bolivia): Curricular design for Guarani language training for Guarani
educators

1998-99PROEIB-Andes (Cochabamba, Bolivia): Curricular design for Indigenous M.A. Program in Bilingual
Intercultural Education

1998-99PROEIB-Andes (Cochabamba, Bolivia and Asuncién, Paraguay): Training of state officials
(Paraguay) in basic concepts of bilingual intercultural education.

1999 Ministry of Education (La Paz, Bolivia): Evaluation of Teachers’ Colleges
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1998 Miinistry of Indigenous Affairs (Camiri, Bolivia): Seminar on language rights and revitalization,
Guarani region

1993-94UNICEF-Bolivia (Camiri, Bolivia): Ethnographic research with Guarani education project

1993 UNICEF-Bolivia (Riberalta, Bolivia): Anthropology and linguistics workshop with indigenous
educators

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Anthropological Association, 1989-1991, 1994-

Association of Political and Legal Anthropology, 2010-

Council on Anthropology and Education, 2002-04; 2009-

Guatemala Scholars Network, 1990-

Latin American Studies Association, 1994-

Society for Latin American Anthropology, 1994-

Society for the Study of the Indigenous Languages of the Americas, 1996-

Bolivian Studies Association, 2002-

LANGUAGES

English native language

Spanish speak, read, and write fluently
Guarani speak, read, and write near fluency
Portuguese speak well, read fluently

French read well

Kagchikel elementary reading knowledge
Swedish elementary reading knowledge
Aymara structural knowledge
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