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F1G. 7. Agricultural movements of the four Kwallala households. (Symbols are as in fig. 6.)
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after the interstices between the initial lines of settle-
ment had been filled in (Stone 1988b:170). Kofyar settle-
ment spacing reflects a balance between the pull of the
residence to the plot (by intensification) and the pull to
the other farms (by labor mobilization).!!

Ethnographers often treat settlement pattern as an in-
dependent variable in the study of labor or tacitly as-
sume that settlement size is related to labor grouping.
Archaeologists, however, faced with explaining dia-
chronic changes in settlement, have considered labor a
cause of aggregation. In the Southwest, for instance, Viv-
ian (1989:109) has stressed how the need for a large, co-
ordinated work force to meet the demands of “horticul-
tural intensification” promoted Chacoan nucleation;
Cordell and Plog (1979:471) also point to the organiza-
tion of labor as a factor in the formation of large villages.
In dealing with the European Neolithic, Hamond
(1981:222) models the size of communities as a function
of the labor requirements of farm operations. The Kofyar
case shows that even where farmers regularly form su-
prahousehold labor pools, households may disperse in
response to the movement demands of intensive agricul-
ture; there can be stable, even formalized communal la-
bor pools where households reside in individual farm-
steads. The greater the reliance on interfarm labor, the
more we might expect culturally defined divisions of the
landscape such as the Kofyar ungwa.

The traditional assumption that agricultural move-
ment consists exclusively of trips between residence and
field has been a valuable heuristic device in isolating
principles underlying agrarian land use. The study of
movement between dispersed settlements highlights
differences in dynamics between dispersed and nucle-
ated patterns and calls attention to social factors in the
arrangement of rural settlement.
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An international symposium was held at the University
of Tokyo from November 14 to 17, 1990, on the evolu-
tion and dispersal of modern humans in Asia. Organized
by T. Akazawa, K. Aoki, K. Ashizawa, T. Kimura, R.
Ohtsuka, and T. Yoro, it brought together researchers
from 13 countries: Australia, Canada, China, England,
France, Germany, India, Israel, Japan, Syria, the Soviet
Union, the United States, and Vietnam. Their areas of
expertise included human paleontology, human osteol-
ogy, dental anthropology, human genetics, Paleolithic
archaeology, and vertebrate paleontology. The commu-
nications and discussion covered aspects of the phylog-
eny/cultural history and, to a lesser extent, behavior of
Middle-Pleistocene-to-recent humans across Asia.

The prehistoric discussion focused on the work cur-
rently under way in the two opposite regions of Asia,
the Levant and northeastern Asia (mostly China, Japan,
and their immediate neighbors), with some attention
to India, Siberia, Southeast Asia, and Australia. The
neontological discussion focused more on mainland
eastern Asia (Southeast Asia north to Siberia) and its
late-Pleistocene human-populational extensions (Japan,
the Americas, Oceania, Melanesia, and Australia). In
these contexts, several main issues emerged: (1) chronol-
ogy, (2) the “African origin”’ of modern humans, (3) the
relative strengths of hard-tissue (cranial and dental) ver-
sus genetic (DNA and DNA-product) data for determin-
ing population relationships, (4) the effects of historical
overlay in sorting out multiple past migration/gene-flow
patterns, (5) the roles of raw material and environment
in determining prehistoric technologies, (6) regional
variation across Asia, and (7) what to do with the
Qafzeh-Skhal sample.

Chronology, as always, was hotly debated, especially
in light of recent efforts to use thermoluminescence
and electron spin resonance, combined with vertebrate
paleontology, to establish a late-Middle-to-Upper-
Pleistocene chronology for the Levant. Despite general
(but by no means universal) acceptance of the approxi-
mate ages provided by recent thermoluminescence and
electron-spin-resonance determinations for Kebara, Qaf-
zeh, Skhul, and Tabun, the relative chronology of most
pre-40,000-years-B.p. sites in the Levant (and neigh-
boring regions) remains problematical. The situation is
even worse for eastern Asia and Australia, in which pre-
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