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Business Administration 
 

 
The John M. Olin School of Business’ doctoral program prepares 

students for faculty positions in business education. Requiring five 
years of full-time study, a dissertation demonstrating original research is a 
central part of the program. The Program is kept at a level of about 35 
students across all disciplines in order to ensure a high level of 
interaction between students and faculty. Incoming doctoral students 
must have  completed  course  work  in  advanced  calculus,  linear 
algebra, statistics, and microeconomics. Areas of specialization are: 
Accounting, Business Economics, Finance, Marketing, Organizational 
Behavior, Operations and Manufacturing Management, and Strategy. 
The general degree requirements are the same for all candidates and 
consist of: 

•   Completion of course work in mathematics, statistics, econo- 
metrics,  and  microeconomics  (some  disciplines  require  a  
written examination in addition to the course work). 

•   Completion of a comprehensive examination covering the 
requirements in a major field of study. 

•   Completion of a minor field requirement that consists of a 
sequence of courses. 

•   Completion of an oral presentation of an essay-length research 
paper. 

•   Participation in doctoral seminars and/or workshops in the 
major field of study. 

•   Oral  presentation  of  a  written  proposal  and  defense  of  a 
doctoral dissertation. 

Students  who  complete  the  program  are  awarded  the  Ph.D.  
in Business Administration. The Masters of Science in Business 
Administration (M.S.B.A.) is awarded to doctoral students as they 
progress toward the Ph.D. Students are not admitted who seek the 
M.S.B.A. as a terminal degree. 

For  additional  information  regarding  the  Olin  School  of 
Business  Ph.D.  Program  in  Business  Administration  and  applica- 
tion materials, contact Cretta Wilson, Coordinator, Ph.D. Admissions 
and Student Services,  Olin  School,  Box  1133;  voice  (314)  935-
6340;  FAX (314)   935-4074;   email   phdinfo@ wustl.edu;   WWW 
Site http://www.olin.wustl.edu/phd 
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